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by a committee appointed by this body? Why, 
the very disposition to shrink from the supervision 
of a committee appointed by the popular branch of 
the Government ought to carry conviction to the 
minds of this House of the necessity of its crea- 
tion. 

He was no prophet, but when the bill was be- | 
fore this House for the establishment of this Smith- 
sonian Jnstitution, he had predicted—what had 
already become matter of fact—that this institution 
would be an incubus upon the treasury, that it 
would be a perpetual source of expenditure. The 
clause in Mr. Smithson’s will ‘for the increase 
and diffusion of knowledge among men”’ read well, 
it was true. And the gentleman from Alabama 
undertook also to prove how great financiers the 
Board of Regents were, and said, after al! the 
improvements are done, they would have over | 
$100,000 left. And how was this done? Why, | 


they had taken $242,000, supposed to be the inter- || 


est which had accumulated on ‘this fund, and put 
that upon interest—having bought treasury notes, 
he supposed, on which they were drawing interest; | 
and by this means they had saved an immense 
sum. Did not every member know, who had paid | 
+ any attention to the discussion of this subject when | 
the bill passed placing $500,000 at the discreiion | 
of the Board of Regents, that not a dollar of it was 
there? They first placed a certain amount in the | 
treasury that did not exist there, and then calcula- | 
ted interest on this fictitious amount, and then | 
interest on the interest; which is the way in which | 
they are to carry on their extensive works. 
Mr. HILLIARD. Is the gentleman charging | 
that upon the Board or this House? 
Mr. JOHNSON. Charging what? 
Mr. HILLIARD. Why, that a fictitious sum | 
was placed in the treasury, &c. 
Mr. JOHNSON. I was going on to prove the 
position that this institution would be an incubus | 
upon the treasury. | 
Mr. HILLIARD. But does the gentleman charge | 
the putting this fictitious sum in the treasury, &c., 
on the Board or on Congress? I wish him to an- | 
swer on that point. | 
Mr. JOHNSON. On Congress. The bill of | 
last session placed $500,000 in the treasury which | 
was not there in reality. It is true the Govern- | 
ment received it; but they acted as a faithful trus- | 
tee, and loaned it out, and nota cent has ever been | 
returned. In this state of the case, Mr. J. denied | 
that the Government was justly bound to refund 
the money, and that very few of their constituen- | 
cies would sanction it. It would have been much | 
better if she had never consented to act as trustee 


od of it; for, notwithstanding their flourishing with | 
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“Regents,’’&c., and talking of such a sum as in the 
treasury, it was not there, and the expenses of this 
institution came out of the treasury, which was 
already heavily taxed and burdened with debt to 
carry onthe war. He insisted, now that they had 
commenced operations, that reports of their pro- 
ceedings should be regularly laid before a commit- 
tee of this House, who would thus have supervision 
over them, and be a check upon them. Sucha 
restraint was needed in all Government éstablish- 
ments, and there was no reason in this case why 
this institution should be excepted. 

Mr. J. having concluded— 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL said, that until the 
House should adopt the rules of the last session 
as amended by the action of to-day, they would 
be without any rules, and he therefore moved the 
following saateabelia 

Resolved, That the rules of the Horse at the last Con- 
gress, together with the modifications of them this day 


adopted, be henceforth the rules and regulations of this 
House during this session of Congress. 


Before the question was put on the above reso- 
lution— 


Mr. HENLEY said he desired to move a reso- 
lution to amend the rules so as to provide for the 
appointment of a joint committee on printing. 

he SPEAKER said the poe of Mr, Hee 
LEY was un , as one of the joint rules of 
the two Houses of Popgrees provided for the ap- 
pointment of the joint committee on printing. 
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Mr. HENLEY said he would then move that 


| the Speaker appoint said committee on the part of 





|, the House. 


Mr. C. J. Incersouy’s resolution was then 
agreed to. 


And then the House adjourned. 





PETITIONS, &c. 


The following petitions were presented and re- | 


ferred : 


By Mr. LASERE: The petition of A. Bandouin and A. D. | 


Robert, of the city of New Orleans, praying for remuneration 
for loss of a flatboat loaded with ice, caused by a collision 


with the steamer Col. Harney, a vessel belonging to the Uni- | 


ted States. Also, the meinorial of John Crosby, of New 
Ogleans, administrator of his brother, the late Purser Andrew 
D. Crosby, and on behalf of the children of the deceased, 
praying that a pension may be granted them for five years. 


Also, the memorial of Ann B. Coxeof New Orleans, asking | 


payment of an admitted balance due to the late Nathaniel 
Cox, formerly Navy Ageut at New Orleans. Also, the peti- 
tion of Frederick Durrive, praying to be confirmed in the 
purchase of a tract of land. Also, the petition of (Mary L. 
Keen, of New Orleans, asking the repayment of a sum of 
money disbursed by her late husband from his private money 
whilst attached to the recruiting station at New York. Also, 
the petition of A. G. Farragut, of the city of New Orleans, 
a Lieutenant in the Navy of the United States, praying that 
he may be promoted to the rank of Captain, &c. 

By Mr. ROSE: The petition of Anne W. Angus, praving 
to be placed on the pension roll. Also, the petition of Moses 


Van Caipen for the payment of certain revolutionary | 


claims. 

By Mr. TAYLOR: The petition of Thomas Scott, late 
register of the land office at Chilicothe, Ohio, praying for 
compensation for extra services in discharging the duties of 
his office: heretofore presented. 
uel Reed, of Pike county, Ohio, praying compensation for 
land purchased by him of the United States, the title of 
which has not been mnaintained; heretofore presented. 


By Mr. ABBOTT: The memorial of John Porter and 197 | 


others, citizens of Newbury and Newburyport, Massachu- 


setts, earnestly praying Congress and the Executive to take, || 


as soon as possible, the necessary steps, by the use of all 
just and honorable means, for securing an immediate and 
permanent peace with Mexico. 

By Mr. DUNN: The memorial of Lucian Q. Hoggatt and 
others, citizens of the counties of Lawrence and Monroe, in 


the State of Indiana, asking the establishment of a mail | 


route from Salem, in the county of Washington, to Bloom- 
ington, in Monroe county, by way of Leesville, in Lawrence 
county, in said State, and for other purposes. Also, the me- 
morial of Thomas 5. Graham, of Daviess county, Indiana, 
asking compensation for a flatboat and cargo lost, by being 


struck and sunk by the Government steam frigate Alleghany, 


on the Mississippi river, near Memphis. 

By Mr. ST. JOHN: The petition of Jesse Young. of Hee- 
tor, Tompkins county, New York, a wounded soldicr, pray- 
ing for an increase of pension. Also, that the petition of the 
heirs of Benjamin Montagne be taken from the files of the 


House and referred to the Committee on Revolutionary 


Claims. 
By Mr. HUNT: The petition of Lewis Benedict, asking 


the passage of a law authorizing him to locate a section of | 


land. 


Mr. IL.UMPKIN withdrew from the files of the Clerk’s of- | 


fice the petition and papers of Samuel W. Bell, a Cherokee 


Indian, and they were referred to the Committee on Indian | 


Affairs. 

By Mr. PENDLETON: The memorial of Thomas ap C. 
Jones, praying to be restored to the list of navy pensioners for 
partial disabilities by wounds received in battle. Also, the 
petition of John Mason, of Virginia, asking payment for cer- 
tain cannon manufactured by him for the naval service. 

By Mr. GREGORY: The petition of Phebe Brown, widow 
of William Brown, deceased, a soldier in the war of the 
Revoiution, for a pension. 

By Mr. HALL, of New York: The petition of James Sloan 
and others, for an appropriation for the harbor at Buffalo, 
New York. Also, the petition of Ephraim F. Gilbert, of 
Erie county, New York, praying for the settlement and pay- 
ment of his claims against the Government. 

By Mr. WENTWORTH: The petition of sundry citizens 
of Illinois and Indiana, for the confirmation of the titles of 
certain Indian reservations to the purchasers thereof. 

By Mr. COLLAMER: The petition of Thomas Raymond, 
for a pension. Also, the petition of Polly Aldrick, for a pen- 
sion. Also, the petition of Silas Waterman, for a pension. 
Also, the petition of 72 ladies, for the abolition of slavery in 
the District of Columbia. 

Mr. WICK withdrew from the files the pease of James 
“McAvoy and the accompanying papers, and refiled the same, 
to be referred to the Committee of Claims. 

By Mr. MULLIN: The papers of John B. Goodenough 
were taken from the files and referred to the Committee on 
Private Land Claims. Also, ted the petition of John 
O. Diekey. Also, the yetition of Giles London. 

By Mr. PHELPS: he petition of Pierre Choteau, jr. 
and others, legal representatives of Julian Dubuque, 


ceased, were withdrawn from the files of the Clerk’s office | 


and referred to the Committee on Private Land Ciaims. 
Also, the petition of George R. Smith, of Missouri, taken 
from the files of the Clerk’s office and referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. Also, the® peti- 
tion of William B. Edwards, praying for a pension, taken 
from the files of the Clerk’s{office and referred to the Com- 


Also, the petition of Sam- | 
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mittee on Invalid Pensions. Also, the memorial of Henry 
M. Shreve, praying compensation for the use of the steam 
snag-boat patented by bim. 

By Mr. GREEN: The petition of the inhabitants of town- 
ship No. 59, range No, 12, of Shelby county, Missouri, praying 
the grant of a section of land in Jieu of the 16th section, 

By Mr. McILVAINE: The memorial of the © Kennet 
Monthly Meeting of the religious Society of Friends,” in 
Chester county, Pennsylvania, praying that Congress may 
use all rightful and constitutional means to abolish slavery 

, in the District of Columbia, and prevent the traflic in slaves 
between the States, and the accession of territory without 
the entire exclusion of slavery from the soil. 

By Mr. HALE: The petitions of Joseph Holmes for bounty 
for the schooners Industry ang Mary Bee. 

Ry Mr. SMITH, of Connecticut: Memorials from sundry 
citizens of the United States, praying for indemnity on ac- 
count of spoliations committed by the French antericr to 
1800. 

By Mr. SMITH, of Illinois: The papers in the case of 
Peter Shaffer were withdrawn from the files and referred to 
the Committee on Claims. Also, the memorial of Edward 
Keating, Mayor of the city of Alton, in the State of [inois, 
praying Congress to grant to the city certain unsurveyed 

| lands lying within the incorporated limits of said city, and 
being between the south line of the Government survey and 
the Mississippi river. Also, the papers in the case of John 
W. Hockett were withdrawn and referred to the same 
committee. 

By Mr. HAMPTON: The petition and papers of John 
Moore White, of New Jersey, were withdrawn from the 
files of the House, and referred to the Committee on Revo- 
Iutionary Claims. Also, the petitions and papers of John 
J. Adams, of New Jersey, were withdrawn from the files of 
the House and referred to the Committee on Patents. 

By Mr. BUTLER: The petition of John Pettibone, with 
accompanving documents, in behalf of himself and the other 
heirs of Daniel Pettibone, praying compensation for the con- 
struction and use of the * Patent Raretying Air Stove,” now 
| in use in the Capitol, and for the use of said patent in the 

publie buildings of the Government. 
| By Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky: The memorial of P. 
J. Slaughter, asking for pay and bounty land for services in 
the army. Also, the memorial of Benjamin R. Harden, of 
the same kind. 

By Mr. PILLSBURY: The petition of @rvan Callaghan, 
praying compensation for goods destroyed by the United 
States trodps under Col. Harney 

By Mr. ABBOTT: The petition of Moses Noyes, with the 
accompanying papers, were taken from the files ofthe House 
and referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 

By Mr. CABELL: The petition of citizens of Hillsborough 
county, in the State of Florida, for a mail route from Millers- 
ville to Fort Brook, and from Fort Brook to Key West. Also, 
the petition of Nathan P. Bennis, a citizen of Leon county, 
in the State of Florida, fora grant of land for the purpose of 
| experimenting in the manufacture of turpentine. 

By Mr. PU'T'NAM: The petition of J. W. Nye, for an ex- 
amination of his account and payment of money dae him 
under a contract with the House of Representatives. 

By Mr. MeCLELLAND: ‘The petition of Mes. Bivira P. 
Smith (widow of the late Major Henry Smith, of Monroe, 
Michigan.) for a pension. 

Ry Mr. NICOLL: The memorial of Benj. J. Cahoone. 

By Mr. ROCKWELL, of Connecticut: The petition and 
papers of the heirs of Bernard Todd, deceased, to be taken 
from the files of the last Honse of Representatives and refer- 
red to the Committee of Claims. 


| 





| IN SENATE. 
Mownpay, December 20, 1847. 


| 


| 


| 


| The Hon. Dante. Wesster, of the State of 
|| Massachusetts, appeared in the Senate to-day. 
|| A message in writing from the President of the 
} Knox Watxer, Esgq., his Private Secretary. 
|| The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Senate 
| a report from the Solicitor of the Treasury, in 
| brig Albert, made in pursuance of the directions of 
the act of 3d March, 1847; which was read. 
| The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Senate 
delphia, approving the act of the Government in 
allowing the emigrant Mormons to rest on certain 
unoccupied lands; which were laid upon the table. 
| The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Senate 
i the petition of Charles S. Jackson, an officer of 
|, Customs in the port of Philadelphia, praying to be 
|| allowed tertain items rejected by the accounting 
officer in the settlement of his accounts; whigh was 
| referred to the Committee on Fanance. 





|| United States, was received by,the hands of J. 

the case of John Pickett and others, owners of the 

| the proceedings of a meeting of citizens in Phila- 
PETITIONS. 

Mr. FELCH presented the petition of Elvira F. 


| Smith, widow of Henry Smith, deceased, an offi- 

cer in the army, who died of disease contracted in 
the service, praying to be allowed a pension; which 
| was ae to the Committee on Pensions. 


| 
| 


| Mr. SEVIER presented the memorial of the sur- 
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vivors of the crew of the United States brig Somers, may be deemed by the Senate to justify a depart- i Mr. President, the gallant achievements in the 
praying indemnity for the loss of their clothing | ure from the usual practice. 
and personal effects, occasioned by the capsizing || 


of that vessel in the harbor of Vera Cruz; which | 
was referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. | 

Mr. CALHOUN submitted additional docu- | 
ments relating to the claim of Hugh Wallace 
Wormeley to a pension; which were referred to 
the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. MILLER presented the petition of Susan 
T. E. Williamson, widow of Charles L. William- | 
son, deceased, late an officer in the navy, praying 
a pension; which was referred to the é i 
on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. M. also presented the memorial of Joshua 
Shaw, praying that a balance of an appropriation 
due him under an act of Congress, and retained in 
the treasury, may be paid; which was referred to 
the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. M. also presented the memorial of the Ves- 
try of Washington Parish, in the city of Washing- 
ton, praying permission to purchase part of a public 


i 





their burial ground; which was referred to the 
Committee on the District of Columbia. 


} 
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| for a retiring list.” 


| 
ommittee | 


' gested corresponds, to some extent, though not 
| fully, with one proposed by a late commander of 


Mr. HANNEGAN presented the memorial of || 


} 


reservation in that city, for the purpose of enlarging | 
| 


Timothy Upham, John Laighton, Thomas Hays, 
Michael W. Ash, Samuel McClelland, Robert C. 
Wetmore, James H. Suydam, and Allen Thomas, 
legal representatives of John Thomas, deceased, 
praying compensation for performing the duties of 
navy pension agents; which was referred to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. YULEE presented the petition of Jesse 
Turner, praying the confirmation of his title to a 
tract of lund held under a Spanish grant, in Flor- | 
ida; which was referred to the Committee on Pri- 
vate Land Claims. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN presented the petition of | 
Leslie Combs, praying the payment of certain 
bonds issued to him by the late Republic of Texas; 
which was referred to the Committee on the Judici- 
ary, and ordergd to be printed. 

r. JOHNSON, of Maryland, presented the | 
memorial of William M. Glendy, an officer of the 
navy, praying compensation for performing duties 
belonging to a higher grade than tHat held ‘by him 
in the service; which was referred to the Commit- 





tee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. J. also presented the memorial of Sarah 
Hebard, widow of Andrew Hebard, deceased, late 
a chief engineer in the navy, praying to be allow- 
ed a pension; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. J. also presented the memorial of the seamen 
of the United States squadron in the Pacific ocean, 


praying the restoration of the spirit ration; which || 


was referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. J. also presented the memorial of Mrs. Ann 
Chase, praying indemnity for losses at Tampico, 
in Mexico, in consequence of an outbreak of the 
populace on the commencement of hostilities ; 
which was referred to the Committee on Foreign 
Relations. 


MEMORIALS OF OFFICERS. 


Mr. DIX presented the memorial of officers of 
the army, now serving in Mexico, praying the 
passage of an act granting pensions to the widows 
and orphans of such as may die in service. 

Mr. D. also presented a memorial of officers of 
the army, now serving in Mexico, praying the 
passage of a law authorizing the retirement of ofli- 
cers of the army from active service on certain con- 
ditions. 

On presenting these memorials, Mr. DIX said: 
[ rise to present two petitions, to which I desire 
to invoke the attention of the Senate. It was not 
until yesterday that I was apprised of their con- 
tents, or | should have brought them here at an 
earlier day. ‘They were left on my table in the 
city a week or ten days ago, when I was absent, 
sealed and addressed to an honorable Senator from 
Missouri, (Mr. Benron,] not now in his place, 
who served for many years as chairman of the 
Committee on Military Affairs, with distinguished 
honor to himself and advantage to the country; 
and I greatly regret that he is not here to take 
charge of them. I am not in the habit, sir, as 


papers with introductory remarks. In ordinary 
cases, it is doubtless more proper to await the ac- 
tion of appropriate committees on the subjects to 
which they refer. But I trust the nature of these 


SSS SSS 


| 
| 


It contains two hundred and 
thirty-three signatures, and prays for certain legis- 
lative provisions in respect to aged and disabled | 
officers, which, without casting any new burden 
on the public treasury, would, in the opinion of 
the petitioners, add greatly to the efficiency of the 
army, and at the same time do justice to those who 
perform the drudgery, and encounter the perils of 
military service in the field. I will only say fur- | 
ther in reference to this petition, that the plan sug- 


city of Mexico. The first is styled “A petition 
| 


the army, (General Macomb,) and I believe re- 
cently recommended by the present Adjutant Gen- 
eral, with a view to the same objects. 

The second is styled ‘A petition for widows 
and orphans.’’ It is signed by two hundred and 
twenty-two officers, and I believe the names, as 
far as they go, are identical with those borne on 
the first. tt is also dated at Puebla, on the Ist day 
of August last, almost at the moment the army 
took up its march for the valley of Mexico; and 
wen considered in connection with the surround- 





| ing circumstances and the brilliant events which 


| followed with a rapidity of succession scarcely ex- 
| ceeded by those which signalized the first entrance 


| of Buonaparte into Italy, it addresses itself with 








_ city of Mexico. 
C : | them in the language of eulogium—they are nota 
you know, of accompanying the presentation of || fit theme for such a comment. 


| ments of General Taylor and his brave men on 


great force to the feelings, as well as the justice of 
Congress and the country. 

I will not detain the Senate by entering into any 
detailed review of these events, with a view to en- 
force the appeal contained in the petition on the 
attention. I hope, however, : may be indulged in 
saying, in justice to those who bore a part in them, 
that the first conquest of Mexico cannot, as it ap- 
pears to me, be compared with the second, either 
as to the obstacles overcome or as to the relative 
strength of the invaders. The triumphs of Cortez 
were achieved by — and by superiority in 
discipline and in the implements of warfare. The 
use of fire-arms, until then unknown to the inhab- 
itants of Mexico, was sufficient in itself to make his 
force, smallas it was, irresistible. In theeyesof that 
simple and superstitious people, he seemed armed 
with superhuman power. Other circumstances 
combined to facilitate his success. The native 
tribes by which the country was possessed were 
distinct communities, not always acknowledging 
the same head, and often divided among them- 
selves 4 implacable hostility and resentments. 
Cortez, by his consummate prudence and art, 
turned these dissensions to his own account; he 
lured the parties to them into his own service, and 
when he presented himself at the gates of the city 
of Mexico, he was at the head of four thousand 
of the most warlike of the natives, as auxiliaries 
to the band of Spaniards with which he com- 
meneed his march from Vera Cruz. Thus, his 
early successes were as much the triumph of poli- 
cy as of arms. General Scott, and the gallant 
band he led, had no such advantages. The whole 

opulation of the country, from Vera Cruz to 

lexico, was united as one man against him, and 
animated by the fiercest animosity. He was op- 
pane by military forces armed like his own, often 

etter disciplined, occupying positions chosen b 
themselves, strong by nature, and fortified accord- 
ing to the strictest rules of art. These obstacles 
were overcome by his skill as a tactician, aided 
by a corps of officers unsurpassed for their know!- 
vies of the art of attack and defence, and by the 
indomitable cou of their followers. ith 
half his force left on the battle-field or in the hos- 
pital, and with less than six thousand men, aftera 
series of desperate contests, he took ion of 
the city of Mexico, containing nearly two hun- 
dred thousand inhabitants, and defended by the 
remnant of an army of more than thirty thousand 
soldiers. I confess I know nothing in modern 
warfare which exceeds in brilliancy the move- 
ments of the American army from the Gulf to the 
I shall not attempt to speak of 


Like the achieve- 


the Rio Grande, at onterey and Buena Vista, 


the highest and most appropriate praise is con- 
tained in the simplest statement of facts. 


LOBE. 


Dec. 2 





| valley of Mexico, to which I have briefly referred 
They are petitions signed by the officers of the || were due to the chivalrous men whose names are 
army at Puebla, on the Ist day of August last, || signed to this petition, and to their gallant associ- 
just before it commenced its march towards the || ates in the field. The names of the volunteer 


officers who so nobly distinguished themselves are 
not borne on the petition. The subject concerns 
the regular army only, and the petitioners belong 
exclusively to that arm of the service. At the 
head of the list I find Winfield Scott, William J. 
Worth, John A. Quitman, Gideon J. Pillow, David 
E. Twiggs, James Shields, George Cadwalader, 
and Persifer F. Smith, all general officers; Harney, 
Clark, Riley, and Garland, among the colonels; and 
among the field and staff and lower commissioned 
grades, other names, too numerous to mention, 
which those who bear them have, by their gallantry, 
made familiar to their countrymen. I have alrea 
said that this petition was signed at Puebla, 
almost at the moment the army commenced its 
march from that city for the valley of Mexico. 
Sir, it is more than probable that the last time 
many of these gallant men held a pen was to in- 
scribe their names upon this petition; and when 
this appeal to their countrymen was made, in full 
confidence, doubtless, that their prayer would be 
heard, their hands thenceforth dealt only with the 
weapons with which they were vindicating their 
country’s honor in the field, and which none but 
Death, the conqueror of us all, could wrest from 
their grasp. 

Mr. President, I will not undertake to give a 
summary of the contents of this petition. It is 
very brief; preparing, as the petitioners were, for 
the anequal contest which awaited them, and of 
which, perhaps, they alone did not doubt the is- 
sue, they had no words to waste even on the sub- 


ject nearest to their hearts. I will read it, with the 


Senate’s permission, in their own language: 


‘¢ To the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America: 

< We, the undersigned, officers of the United States Army, 
beg leave, most respectfully, to represent to your honorable 
bodies, that many of us are married and have left wives and 
children ut home dependent upon us; that we are constantly 
exposed to danger and sudden death, not only on the field of 
battle, but by exposure to unhealthy and deadly climates; and 
that in going to the fight many of us have our hearts depress- 
ed by the melancholy conviction that, if we fall, our wives and 
children will be helplessly thrown on the cold charities of 
the world. 

** We most respectfully ask our country to give us the as- 
surance, if we offer up our lives in her service, that she will 
provide for our destitute widows and orphans: and that she 
may do so, we humbly petition your honorable bodies to pass 
such a law as youin your wisdom shall deem just—as shall 
give tothe wives and children of officers and soldiers dying 
in the serviee of their country, pensions during the natural 
lives or widowhood of the wife, and during the minority of 
the children; and your petitioners, as in duty bound, will 
ever gratefully pray. 

“ PueBLa, Mexico, Mugust Ist, 1847.’? 

It is due to General Scoit to say, that in signing 
the petition he added these words: ‘*Without any 
desire of procuring for my own family any contin- 
gent benefit from the proposed change in the pen- 
sion laws of the army, I entirely concur in the 
reasonableness of the foregoing petition, and can 
see no military or other objection to its being sign- 
ed and presented.”” : h 

General Quitman also signs with the following 
addition: ‘I approve the measure of placing the 
regular army on the same footing with the navy 
and volunteers.”’ ; , 

This remark of General Quitman explains all. 
The army is not on an equally favorable footing in 
respect to widows and orphans with the navy or 


volunteers. Without complaining of the inequal- 
ity, the petitioners respectfully ask that it may be 
rectified. 


Mr. President, I have no doubt that, in reading 
and signing this petition, the recollection of wives 
and children thousands of miles away, many of 
whom were to become widows and orphans be- 
fore this last missive could reach the capital, was 
to the signers far more trying than the scenes of 
danger and death, on which they were about to 
enter. If it was to them a moment of weakness— 
the only weakness pirdonable to gallant men—the 
memory of a dozen battle-fields attests that it was 
the last. Some of them —— in honorable graves; 
some are lying on beds of sickness in Mexico; 
many are still in the field, ready, as ever, to peril 
all in their country’s cause: and others—I am sorry 
to say not a few—restored to their homes, are 
dragging about their scarred and mangled limbs, 
in the face of their friends and kindred, with lives 
held by the frailest tenure. 
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But, sir, I have said enough. It would be to 
distrust the right feeling of the Senate to 7 
more. Less I could not say, in justice to myself, 
with this paper before me, on which I recognize 
the names of numerous friends and former asso- 
ciates, many of whom we shall see no more. It 
gives pre pleasure, not unmixed with pain, to 

resent their petition; and if the presentation has 

n accompanied with the manifestation of more 
feeling than becomes the performance of a public 
duty on this floor, I am sure it will be ascribed 
toa right cause. I will conclude, sir, by a 
to the Senate an extract of a letter enclosed with 
the petition, with the single remark, that it was 
written, in behalf of the army, by Major Harvey 
Brown, a gallant officer, with whom I had the 
jeasure of being associated many years ago in 
the staff of a former commanding general of the 
army. It is dated at the National Palace, in the 
city of Mexico, on the Ist of October, two months 
after the petition was signed. 

«] would also call to your notice the melancholy fact, 
that many of the officers, who have signed this petition, 
have since gloriously fallen in the service of their country, 
jeaving destitute widows and helpless orphans. And being 
dead, they now emphatically speak, saying: ‘ We have of- 
fered up our lives to our country, and we now call upon her 
to provide a decent competence for our bereaved widows 
and fatherless children.’ ” 

Is it too much, Mr. President, to ask that these 

etitions, with the names attached to them, may 
be printed? I know it is not the practice of the 
Senate to print petitions. But these are something 
more. As far as they go, they are lists of the gal- 
lant living and the honored dead, in Mexico. I 
make the mot#on to print. 


The memorials were then referred to the Com- 


mittee on Military Affaims, and ordered to be 
printed. 








PRINTING OF MAPs.: 

Mr. BREESE. A few days ago, a report was 
made from the General Land Office, and accompa- 
nying that report were maps which itis necessary 
to have engraved. Upon an examination I have 
ascertained that the expense of engraving will not 
exceed $400. I therefore move that the Senate 
order we necessary number of those maps to be 

rinted. 

Mr. WESTCOTT remarked, that there was a 
map of the State of Florida accompanying that 
report, the engraving of which would. occasion 
very little expense. He inquired if that map was 
embraced in the Senator’s motion? 

Mr. BREESE replied that it was included. 

The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. YULEE presented the memorial of Isaac 


Varnes, senior, praying indemnity for losses sus- 
tained in consequence of the occupation of his 


roperty as a military post, by troops of the United 
rash wrhioh was referred 10 the ¢ Committee on 
Military Affairs. 7 


Mr. Y. also presented the memorial of Joseph 
Knox Boyd, praying compensation foF his services 
in the recapture of the United States frigate Phila- 
delphia, in the harbor of Tripoli, in the year 1804; 
which was referred to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs. 

Mr. Y. also presented the memorial of William 
A. Christian, a purser in the navy, praying the 
allowance of certain items, maependel by the ac- 
counting officers in the settlement of his accounts, 
for renee made to the acting forward officers 
of the United States steamer Princeton; which was 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. Y. also presented the memorial of John 
Crosby, in behalf of the children of Andrew D. 
Crosby, deceased, late a purser in the navy, pray- 
ing that they may be allowed a five years’ pension; 
which was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. Y. also presented the memorial of John 
Crosby, administrator of Andrew D. Crosby, de- 
ceased, late a purser in the navy, praying to be 
allowed a credit on his accounts for payments made 
to certain acting forward officers on the United 
States ship Ontario; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs. 


Mr. CASS submitted documents relating to the 
claim of A. Kearsley, receiver of able fords at 
Detroit, for compensation for extra clerk hire in 
his office; which were referred to the Committee 
on Public Lands. 


Mr. DIX presented a memorial of citizens of 


Oswego, praying that a drawback of duties ma 
be allowed * wheat imported from Canada into 
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the United States, when manufactured into flour 
and exported; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee eeltiomenesec 

Mr. D. also presented the memorial of Benjamin 
J.Cahoone, a purserin the navy, praying the reim- 
bursement of money wivamnal by him on public 
account; which was referred to the Committee on 
Naval Affairs. 

Mr. BADGER presented the memorial of the 
religious Society of Friends at New Garden, 
North Carolina, praying the adoption of measures 


for the immediate termination of the war with | 


Mexico; which was laid upon the table and order- 
ed to be printed. 


ORDERS. 


On motion by Mr. RUSK, it was 
Ordered, ‘That the petition of Win. H. Prentiss, on the files 
of the Senate, be referred to the$Committee on Claims. 


On motion by Mr. JOHNSON, of La., it was 

Ordered, That the petition of Bailie Peyton, on the files 
the Senate, be referred to the Committee on Private Land 
Claims. 


On motion by Mr. JOHNSON, of La., it was 

Ordered, That the petition of W. H. Bassett, on the files 
of the Senate, befreferred to the Committee on ‘the Judi- 
ciary. 

On motion oy Mr. JOHNSON, of La., it was 

Ordered, That the petition of Abner L. Duncan, on the 
files of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary. 


On motion by Mr. JOHNSON, of La., it was 

Ordered, That the documents on the files of the Senate, 
relating to the claim of William De Buys, be referred to the 
Comunittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 


On motion by Mr. CLAYTON, it was 
Ordered, That the petition of Bettriah Healy, on the files 
of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on Pensions. 


On motion by Mr. UPHAM, it was 
Ordered, That the petition of Abigail Garland, on the files 
ofthe Senate. be referred to the Committee on Pensions. 


On motion by Mr. YULEE, it was 
Ordered, That the petition of A. H. Cole, on the files of 
the Senate, be referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 


On motion by Mr. YULEE, it was 

Ordered, That the petitien of certain claimants for remu- 
neration for supplies furnished to Florida Militia in the Sem- 
inole war, on the files of the Senate, be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. 

On-motion by Mr. YULEE, it was 

Ordered, That the petition ot John G. Sanchez, adminis- 
trator of Francis R. Sanchez, on the files of the Senate, be 
referred to the Committee on Claims. 


On motion by Mr. MASON, it was 
Ordered, That the petition of Poarron Cogswell, on the 
files of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on Claims. 


On motion by Mr. ATCHISON, it was 
Ordered, That the petition of Henry M. Shreve, on the 


files of the Senate, be referred to the Commitiee on Com- 
merce. 


On motion oy Mr. FAIRFIELD, it was 

Ordered, That the petition of Jesse D. Elliott, the petition 
of Thomas Brownell, and the petition of James McIntosh, 
on the files of the Senate, be severally referred to the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs. 


On motion by Mr. DOWNS, it was 

Ordered, That the memorial of the members of the bar at 
New Orleans, on the files of the Senate, be referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 


On motion by Mr. DOWNS, it was 

Ordered, That the petition of John Millikin, Ann H. P. 
Lawson, and others, on the files of the Senate, be referred 
to the Committee on Public Lands. 


On motion by Mr. DAVIS, of Miss., it was 

Ordered, That the petition of Clements, Bryan and Com- 
pany. on the files of the Senate, be referred to the Committee 
on laims. 

On motion w herve DAVIS, of Miss., it was 

Ordered, That petition of Henry Childs, on the files of 
the Senate, be referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

On motion by Mr. JOHNSON, of Md., it was 

Ordered, That the petition of John L. Worden, on the 
files of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on Naval 
Afjairs. 

On motion by Mr. JOHNSON, of Md., it was 

e 


Ordered, That t tition of Gustavus B. Horner, on the 
files of the Senate, S referred to the Committee on Revyo- 
lutionary Claims. 


On motion by Mr. JOHNSON, of Md., it was 

Ordered, That the petition of the legal representatives of 
Ethan Alien, on the files of the Senate, be referred to the 
Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 

On motion by Mr. JOHNSON, of Md., it was 

Ordered, That the petition of Stephen Champlin, on the 
files of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs. 


On motion by Mr. JOHNSON, of Md., it was 
Ordered, ‘That the petition of the heirs of Caleb Swan, 
on the files of the Senate, be referred to the Committee of 


On motion by Mr. JOHNSON, of Mé., it was 
Ordered, That the petition of Columbus Alexander and 
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Theodore Barnard, on the files of the Senate, be referred 
to the Committee of Claims. 
On motion by Mr. JOHNSON, of Md., it was 
Ordered, That the petition of Maria 8. Nourse, widow 
ef Joseph Nourse, on the files of the Senate, be referred to 
the Committee of Claims. 
On motion by Mr. CORWIN, it was 
Ordered, That the petition of Joseph Radcliff, on the 
files of the Senate, be referred to the Comimitice of Claims, 
On motion by Mr. DIX, it was 
Ordered, That the petition of Samuel Grice, on the files 
of the Senate, be referred to the Committee of Claims, 
On motion by Mr. ATCHISON, it was 
Ordered, That Throckmorton & Bent, St. Vrain & Com- 


pany, have leave to withdraw their petiuon and papers from 
the files of the Senate. 


NOTICES OF BILLS. 


Messrs. MANGUM, DIX, CRITTENDEN, 
and FOOTE, severally gave notice that on to- 
morrow, or at some early day, they would ask 
leave of the Senate to introduce sundry bills. 


RESOLUTIONS OF STATE LEGISLATURES. 


Mr. BALDWIN presented a preamble and rea- 
olutions, passed by the Legislature of Connecticut, 
in favor of the construction of a railroad from 
Lake Michigan to the Pacific Ocean, according to 
a plan proposed by Asa Whitney, a citizen of 
New York; which were read, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD presented a report and 
resolutions adopted by the Legislature of the State 
of Kentucky, requesting the Senators and Repre- 
sentatives of that State in Congress io urge upon 
that body the importance of passing such laws as 
will enable the citizens of slaveholding States to 


| recover their slaves when escaping to the non-slave- 
holding States; which were referred to the Com- 


mittee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD remarked, that during the 
last summer a case had come somewhat under his 
own observation, which he begged here to present 
to the notice of the Senate. A gentleman named 
Duncan had some time previous removed from 
Kentucky into Missouri; he lost a slave, and fol- 
lowed him into Detroit, and there arrested him. 
The slave was taken from the possession of the 
owner there, and an action of trespass was insti- 
tuted against the claimant, on which the owner, in 
default of bail, at the instance of the slave, was 
put in jail. The slave was released. The gentle- 
man remained in jail until, by correspondence 
with his friends in Kentucky and elsewhere—he 
(Mr. U.) amongst the number—he obtained satis- 
factory proof that he was the owner of the slave, 
and that the proceedings which had been com- 
menced against him were altogether unjust. He 
took that opportunity to say, that Mr. Norvall, 
late a member of that body, and without personal 
acquaintance with the gentleman thus put in jail 
at the instance of his slave, took an active part in 
procuring his release. But inthe meantime the 
slave had escaped into Canada; and there was the 
end of the matter. He then moved that the me- 
morial be referred to the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary, in order that something might be reported 
which would meet the case. 

On motion by Mr. UNDERWOOD, it was or- 
dered that they be printed. 

Mr. HALE presented resolutions passed by the 
Legislature of the State of New Hampshire, in 
— to any legislation by Congress on the 
subject of slavery, or the extension of slavery in 
any territory which may hereafter be acquired b 
the United States; which were read, and order 
to be printed. 

Mr. HALE presented a resolution passed by 
the Legislature of the State of New Hampshire, 
in favor of the of an act for the removal 
of the terms of the circuit and district courts of 
the United States for the district of New Hamp- 
shire, from Exeter to Concord, in that State; 
whici. was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. NILES ee a preamble and resolu- 
tion passed by the Legislature of the State of Con- 
necticut, dec} aring their opposition to the introduc- 
tion of slavery, or involuntary servitude, except 
asa punishment for crime, into any territory which 
may hereafter be acquired by, or annexed to, the 
United States; which were read. ; 

Mr NILES. I move, sir, that the resolutions 
which I have now submitted be printed. The 

mble to these resolutions has no practical con- 
nection with the resolutions themselves. ‘Whether 
the war proceeded from the act of Mexico, oF 
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from the act of the President of the United States, 
is a matter which ean have no influence whatever 
upon the question—as to the disposition of any 
territory which may be acquired in consequence 
of it; and I allude to this matter, sir, because I 
believe it was found embarrassing to this Legisla- 
ture, and that it placed that body in a situation 
somewhat analogous to that in which some of my 
friends over the way found themselves in relation 
to the law recognizing the war with Mexico, They 
did not like the preamble to that act, and there are 
many in my State who dislike that preamble very 
much. The majority there, like the majority here, 
insisted that the act should not only be done, but 
done in the way in which they saw fit to have it 
done. ‘The resolutions were passed. The yeas 
and nays were not called, and they passed without 
opposition, notwithstanding this repugnanice to its 
preamble. However this may be, sir, I feel it my 
duty to say, as one of the representatives of that 
State, that I have no doubt that these resolutions 
speak the sentiments of the great body of the peo- 
ile of that State. With regard to the preamble, 

think otherwise. The resolutions, I think, sir, 
speak the public sentiment of the State, and this 
conclusion I do not form entirely from the action 
of the General Assembly, still less do I arrive at 
it from the tone of the party presses of the State 
—they would probably lead me and every one to 
u different conclusion—for | regret to perceive, sir, 
in the press, on both sides, in that State, a shuf- 
fling course is pursued, and an endeavor is made 
to keep this question out of the sight of the peo- 
ple. An unwise policy, I think 

But however much it is to be regretted that the 
question should arise here or before the country, 
I apprehend that it does exist here and throughout 
the country, and that it will be impossible to avoid 
meeting it and looking it full in the face. For one, 
I could have regretted that the question should 
have come here—that in some way it would have 
been kept out of this body; but we have already 
matter on our table bringing up this question, We 
have, sir, the message of the Executive, one of 
the coédrdinate branches of the Government, in- 
forming us thata part of Mexico now belongs to 
this Union, and calling on us to establish a Terri- 
torial Government over it. Many persons have 
assumed the position to whiclrl have referred, not, 
I apprehend, for the lasting interests of the coun- 
try, but for temporary party purposes, 

Many have assumed this position: that the ques- 
tion would not arise because they were opposed to 
the acquisition. Well, sir, that time has gone by; 
we are told that we have this territory, and are 
called on to recognize it as a part of the territory 
of the United States, and to establish the jurisdic- 
tion of our civil government over it. In regard, 
sir, to this position, which has been assumed by 
the Executive, I have nothing to say. I was 
somewhat startled at it, sir. As to how far it can 
be maintained, we shall see hereafter; for it will 
be brought up for consideration in the course of 
the session. But, sir, the other question is brought 
forward here, and we shall, [ suppose, have it dis- 
cussed. For one, sir, having felt it my duty at 
the last session to express my views in regard to 
it, it will be unnecessary for me to explain my 
course until the question actually comes up again. 
I certainly, sir, shall pursue such a course as I 
believe to be moderate and conciliatory and kind 
towards that section of the Union with which I 
shall probably differ on this subject. But I can- 
not consent to misrepresent my constituents. I 
cannot mistake their sentiments. I cannot mistake 
what I believe to be their interests. 

I think the public sentiment of my State is the 
public sentiment of the whole North, and that they 
will adhere fully and with the utmost fidelity, in 
guarding the rights of all the States on thir sues- 
tion so far as the Constitution and congressional 
enactments have secured those rights—or, in other 
words, that they will support the institution of sla- 
very as a domestic institution in the States where 
it exists, and is guarantied by the Constitution. 
This is the common ground on which he hoped 
we mightall stand. So far, sir, I believe the pub- 
lic sentiment of the North is well settled; and I be- 
lieve it has equally well settled—that they are not 
desirous, by any action on their part, to be instru- 
meatal in enlarging the area of slavery. I believe 
the sentiment is, that there is no power in this Gov- 
ernment to do that, and if there were, it would be 
unwise and unjust to exercise it. This question | 
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will probably lead to some debate, and I hope it 
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will be discussed temperately as any other ques- | 


tion which can come before this body. I hope it 
will be discussed with a proper regard to the rights 
of the States under the Constitution which binds 
us together, and with a proper regard to the inter- 
ests and honor of the whole country. 


For one, sir, 1do not believe that there is any | 


| power in this Government which can constitute or 
originate or sustain slavery beyond the limits where 
| the Constitution has carried it; and if we are to go 
beyond the Constitution, Lam, as I have ever been, 


ready, here and elsewhere, to defend the existing | 
| institutions, and to resist every aliempt to upturn | 


them. 
_ leave it altogether voluntary, | would interfere with 
itin no way, Nothing in my opinion can be more 
clearly unjustifiable; but the question 
| these resolutions is entirely distinct. 

tion whether this Government shall 


tis a ques- 
become an 


agent in establishing or extending this institution | 
in the country or out of it; whether it shall under- | 


take to exercise the power of controlling questions 
of civil and private right which belong naturally 
to the local institutions of the several States. I 
think not, sir. I will not detain the Senate fur- 
ther at this time. 

Ordered, That they be printed. 

Mr. ATHERTON presented resolutions, passed 
| by the Legislature of the State of New Hamp- 
shire, in favor of the repeal of so much of the * act 
to establish post routes and for other purposes,”’ 


| as enlargesthe franking privilege and increases the 
postage on newspapers not sent from the office of | 


| publication; which were read and ordered to be 
printed, 

Mr. A. also presented resolutions of the Legis-. 
lature of New Hampshire, tendering the thanks 
of that State to Major General Zachary Taylor, 


duct during the several engagements with the enemy 
by whose act the war now exists, tendering sym- 
pathy to the friends and relatives of the brave men 
who have failen; declaring that the course of our 
Government has been marked by a spirit of for- 
| bearance and conciliation, until the actual invasion 
of our territory; and recognizing, in the measures 
of the national Executive, a spirit of justice and a 
desire for peace, but, at the same time, wisdom, 
statesmanlike forecast, and patriotic energy; which 
were read, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. SEVIER then rose and asked that the reso- 
lutions be read again. 

They were accordingly read. . 

Mr. SEVIER said they did not appear to be ad- 
dressed to this body at all. He hoped, therefore, 
that the Senator from New Hampshire would 
withdraw them. Although he concurred in the 
sentiments of the resolutions, they were merely the 
proceedings of a State, in no way connected with 
the business of Congress. If they were not with- 
drawn, he would move to reconsider the vote just 
| taken. 

A member on the left of the Chair : 
| reason? 

Mr. SEVIER. Because it was entirely unusual 
to present resolutions to the Senate which were 
not addressed to the body, or had no reference to 
the course of the Senators from the State. He 
had never known an instance in which it had been 
done in the Senate. 

Mr. ATHERTON, I have certainly no desire 
to do anything in the slightest degree in contra- 
vention of the established practice of the Senate. 
But | suppose that, according to the practice, reso- 
lutions passed on general subjects, as these have 
been, may be presented to Congress, although no 
express clause to that effect may be contained in 
them. I have no doubt that it was the design of 
the members of the Legislature that those resolu- 
tions should be presented to Congress. The reso- 
lutions were sent to me by them, and I presume, 
sir, that it was designed that all of them should be 
presented. I believe that a copy of them was sent 
to my colleague. 

Supposing it to be the expectation of the Legis- 
lature that these resolutions should be presented, 
| I thought it my duty to present them. If, how- 
| ever, that procedure be contrary to the usual prac- 
| tice of the Senate in presenting resolutions, unless 
| there be an express request that they should be 
' presented, I have certainly no wish to press them. 


For what 








/and Major General Winfield Scott, and to the | 
| brave officers and soldiers under their respective | 
| commands, for their distinguished and gallant con- | 


And in regard to acquired territory I would | 


resented in | 
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I have supposed that, in the course which I have 
taken, there is nothing in contravention of estaly. 
lished order, 1 am not aware that resolutions 
have been excluded on account of the absence of a 
special request that they should be presented. Res. 
olutions, for instance, approving of the votes of 
Senators and Representatives, or instructing Sen. 
ators and Representatives to pursue a certain 
course in regard to the discharge of their duties, 
have been frequently presented to Congress, al- 
though they contained no special request that they 
should be laid before either House of Congress, 
These resolutions being on general subjects might, 
I suppose, be presented. 1 shall be guided entire. 
ly, however, by the opinion of older members of 
the Senate, and if it be thought that these resoly- 
tions should not constitute a precedent, I shall 
withdraw them. 

The motion to reconsider the motion, by which 
the resolutions referred to were laid upon the ta- 
ble, was then put and adopted. 

The question recurring on the resolution to print— 

Mr. ATHERTON rose and said: I will with- 
draw the resolutions for the present, for the pur- 
pose of examining the subject, and on more ma- 
ture consideration will determine whether they 
ought to be presented or not. 


Agreeably to notice, Mr. MANGUM asked, 


_and obtained leave, to bring in a bill for the relief 


of John R. Bryan, administrator of Isaac Garret- 
son, deceased, late a purser in the United States 
navy; which was read the first and second times, 
by unanimous consent, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs. 

Agreeably to notice, Mr. FELGH asked and 
obtained leave to bring in a joint resolution rela- 
ting to errors and defegive returns in certain sur- 
veys, plats, and field-notes; which was read the 
first and second times, by unanimous consent, and 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Agreeably to notice, Mr. BREESE asked and 
obtained leave to bring in a bill to compensate 
John M. Moore; which was read the first and 
second times, by unanimous consent, and referred 
to the Committee on Public Lands. 

| Agreeably to notice, Mr. BREESE asked and 
obtained leave to bring in a bill authorizing per- 
sons to whom reservations of Jand have been made 

| under certain Indian treaties, to alienate the same 
in fee; which was read the first and second times, 
by unanimous consent, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Indian Affairs. 

Agreeably to notice, Mr. MASON asked and 
obtained leave to bring in a bill to change the 
times for holding the district courts of the United 
| States for the western district of Virginia, and for 
other purposes; which was read the first and 
second times, by unanimous consent, and referred 
| to the Committee on the Judiciary. 
| Agreeably to notice, Mr. BREESE asked and 
| obtained leave to bring in a bill to grant to the 
| State of Illinois a right of way through the public 
lands, and Tor other purposes; which was read 
| the first and second times, by unanimous consent, 
_and referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Agreeably to notice, Mr. UNDERWOOD asked 
and obtained leave to bring in a bill to allow fur- 
ther time for satisfying claims for bounty lands 
for military services in the late war with Great 
Britain, and for other purposes; which was read 
| the first and second times, by unanimous consent, 
and referred to the Committee on Public Lands. — 

Agreeably to notice, Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisi- 
ana, asked and obtained leave to bring in a bill to 
grant to the State of Louisiana certain lands for 
internal improvements; which was read the first 
and second times, by unanimous consent, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Public Lands. 


Mr. ASHLEY submitted the following resolu- 
tions, which were considered by unanimous con- 
sent, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed 
to inform the Senate of the reasons which have prevented 
his compliance witha resolution adopted by the Senate the 
11th February, 1846, at the first session of the 29th Congress, 
in the following words, to wit: : 

‘Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed to 
cause to be made an examination of the public lands subject 
to overflow in the State of Arkansas, by the Minsisaipe’, 
Arkansas, White, Black, Red and St. Francis rivers, in sa 
State ; the quantity overflowed by the Mississippi and Arkan- 
sas rivers, lying between and included within the boundaries 
| formed by those rivers, the Louisiana line and the Highlands 
| westward of the lands so overflowed; and that he report the 
amount necessary to protect those lands from overflow, to- 
gether with a plan for that object, at the present session of 


Congress.” 
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THE CONQUEST OF MEXICO. 
Mr. CALHOUN. Iho 


which I offered the other ) 
up, in order to fix a day for their consideration. 

The resolutions were then taken up and read, 
as follows: 

Resolved, That to conquer Mexico and to hold it, either as 
a province or to incorporate it in the Union, would be incon- 
sistent with the avowed object for which the war has been 
prosecuted ; a departure from the settled policy of the Gov- 
ernment; in conflict with its character and genius; and in 
the end subversive of our free and popular institutions. 

Resolved, That no line of policy in the further prosecution 
of the war should be adopted which may lead to conse- 
quences 80 disastrous. 

Mr. CALHOUN. I shall be regulated in fixing 
the day by the wishes of the Senate. I have no 
particular desire in regard to a very early consid- 
eration of the resolutions. All I wish is, that 
there should be no unnecessary delay. If it be 
agreeable to the Senate, I propose that they be 
taken up on the first Tuesday in January next— 
two weeks from to-morrow. 

Mr. ALLEN. .I understand that the Senator 
from South Carolina has made a motion, and I 
suppose [ am in érder in rising to make a remark. 
I do not know that I have any particular objection 
to that motion; but as this is a matter of very grave 
importance, and comes from a source which entitles 
it to great consideration, and is on the face.of the 
resolution, as I conceive, a little ambiguous, I ask 
the indulgence of the Senate, and the Senator from 
South Carolina, whilst [ request him to explain the 
resolution, so far as to tell us whether it means to 
exclude the idea of any territorial indemnity from 
Mexico, oran incorporation into the body ofthe pub- 
lic domain first, and then as States into this Union, 
of any territory which we may acquireat the conclu- 
sion of this war? Or, whether its only application 
is to the idea of annihilating the sovereignty of 
Mexico, and incorporating the whole mass of ter- 
ritory into this Union? IT ask whether it is to be 
understood in the one or the other of these senses? 
That is the matter, sir, which I am desirous of 
knowing before I vote in anywise in reference to 
it. 

Mr. CALHOUN. I will answer the Senator 
from Ohio with a great deal of pleasure. It is not 
my intention to involve any question in reference 
to territorial indemnity, or any other subject apart 
from that which is presented in the resolution it- 
self. I believe the pressing question at this mo- 
ment is, whether we shall conquer Mexico, and 
hold her as a subjected province, or incorporate 
her into our Union. That, of course, would in- 
volve the nationality of Mexico; and it was to that 
point that my resolution referred. I think, sir, it 
is a question which ought to be first decided, be- 
cause, Mr. President, if Lam any judge at all of 
the operation of existing cases, the certain ten- 
dency of all that we are now doing is to the anni- 
hilation of the nationality of Mexico; and that we 
shall thus find ourselves, unless the greatest cau- 
tion Is exercised, at the end of another campaign, 
or at some future time, with eight or nine millions 
of Mexicans, without a government, on our hands, 
not knowing what to do with them, and forced to 
one or other of the alternatives which I have pre- 
sented. This is a question which I consider as 
exceeding in importance all others at this time. 
After that is decided, we may then consider what 
course, in accordance with kas decision, it may 
be wise to pursue. I, for one, wish to guide m 
own course, and I offered the resolution for the 
double purpose of bringing it before this body and 
before the country, and putting myself in reference 
to this Mexican question where I wish to stand. 

Mr. DICKINSON. I believe my resolutions 
have precedence on the calendar, and were passed 
over informally. Are they included in the motion 
now before the Senate ? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. They are not 
embraced in it. 

Mr. CALHOUN. I perceive that one of the 
morning papers supposes that my resolutions were 
introduced with retorenee to those offered by the 
Senator from New York. Not at all. My reso- 
lutions were written several days before his were 
introduced. ‘The Senator may fix any day he 
pleases for the consideration of his resolutions, 
either before or after the day fixed upon for the 
consideration of mine. 

_ Mr. ALLEN. The subject of the Mexican war 
'8 one capable of being expanded very largely in 
the minds of men; and from the importance with 


_ ee 


that the resolutions || 
ay may now be taken | 


which it seems to be put forth at this early period | 


of the session, it is more than likely that it will 
embrace a large portion of the session in its discus- 
sion, giving rise toa very large diversity of senti- 
ment in the members of this body. It may, there- 
fore, be a matter well worthy of the consideration 
of the Senate whether a subject, comprehending so 
many remote consequences as are suggested by 
the Senator from South Carolina, and a subject 
which, at all events, is, in the judgment of every 
man, of very great importance, should not be con- 
sidered with that deliberation which the Senate 
always bestows on grave national questions; and, 
therefore, whether it should not, in the first place, 
pass through one of the committees organized by 
this body for the due consideration of propositions 
before they are submitted to the final adjudication 
of the body itself. Several resolutions have already 
been presented, and who shall guaranty the Senate 
that adozen others of a similar character may not be 
submitted to the Senate ? Who shall say where this 
subject shall end, when it becomes divided up and 
adjusted to the different capacities and judgments 
of this body? This is but the beginning of the 
session, and we have two sets of resolutions. Be- 
fore the day arrives for the action of the Senate 
upon this particular matter, we may have a dozen 
other resolutions; and [ submit it to the better 
judgment of the body, whether it is not the proper 
course, under these circumstances, to refer the 


whole of these resolutions, in the first place, to the | 


Committee on Foreign Relations. 
I shall make that motion. 

Mr. CALHOUN. I do trust that the course 
suggested by the Senator shall not be pursued. 
What is the object of the reference? Reference is 
made to committees for the purpose of consider- 
ing and perfecting details; but here there are no 
details to settle. In fact, it is a simple proposition, 
The Senate have only to determine whether it is 
intended or desired that the whole of Mexico shall 
be conquered—her nationality destroyed—and that 
we shall be placed in a position in which we shall 
be compelled either to hold her as a subjected prov- 
ince, or incorporate her into our Union. We have 
carried this business of reference far beyond the 
parliamentary rules, and have encroached, in my 
opinion, in no small degree on the rights of indi- 
vidual Senators here. As to the number of reso- 
lutions that may be offered, ] have no reason to 
believe that there will be many. Only two have 
been introduced, and they upon entirely different 
subjects. One I understand refers to the slave 
question—mainly, at least—and the other to a 
question entirely aside from that. Sir, 1 do not) 
believe that there will bea long discussion. Unless | 
I am very greatly deceived, there will be no great 
division—at least there is not at present a great 
division in the country on this point, and I trust 
there will not be in this body. The end against 
which I wish to guard, is one which heretofore 
has not been contemplated. Ido not know that 
such an end is now contemplated. 
is not intended. But we may find ourselves in a | 
position not intended, and from which we cannot 
extricate ourselves. My object in introducing the 
resolutions, is to guard against such a result. fF 
trust they will have that effect, and that the Sen- 
ator will not agree to refer them to the Committee 
on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. ALLEN. I certainly did not desire to 
deprive any Senator of any of his just rights in 


If it be in order, 


I trust that it | 


this body, nor of any opportunity for the exercise | 


of those rights; but [ believe it would be difficult 
to find, on reference to the Journal, an instance of 
any one question being introduced in the form of | 
a resolution, of such grave importance as this, 
which was not referred to one of the committees 
of this body. It would be very difficult to find 
an exception to the general rule—very difficult. 
This is a question affecting our foreign relations— 
clearly and emphatically so. It is not so merely 
in its meaning and effect, but it is so on the face | 
of the resolution, and in so many words. Well, | 
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the Senate itself, revising the judgment of its com- 
mittee, It is only a precaution taken to guard 
against precipitate and hasty conclusions. [tis a 
sort of second trial which is granted in favor of 
all questions whose magnitude entitles them to 
that consideration—that second review of the bhu- 
man understanding. It is upon that ground, sir, 
that the rules by which all our business is first 
submitted to committees are predicated. If we 
were at the end of the session, or near the end, 
when a reference of this subject to a committee 
would be to entomb it for the balance of the ses- 
sion, then the objection coming from the Senator 


| from South Carolina would be an available one, 


because he would have a right to obtain the adju- 
dication of the Senate upon his resolution. But 
we are at the commencement of tue session—we 
are on this side of the holidays—we are in antici- 
pation of our usual custom im the transaction of 


| the heavier part of the public business, which is 


not taken up till after the holidays. There is, 
therefore, abundance of time. Sir, this resolution 
is no trifling affair. It presents a grave question, 


/and in answer to the inquiry which [ addressed to 
; the Senator from South Carolina, he seems to 
| consider—if I° rightly interpreted his explana- 


tion—that there is no difference between territorial 
indemnity and the conquest and retention ofthe 


| whole of Mexico; that the consequences, though 
| not immediate, would be in their result precisely 


as I understand it. 


the same. That is the reading of the explanation 
Weill, sir, what can be a 
graver question than that? Can the human imagi- 
nation draw up for review a question graver, more 
solemn, more calculated to affect and agitate the 
public heart of this great country than such a 
question as this? presented, too, at a time when our 
armies are occupying the territories of that nation, 


| Lam one who does not believe that to take territo- 


ria! indemnity is to take the whole of Mexico. I 


' am one who does not believe that these two ques- 


| mote effect. 


tions are the same, either in point of fact or of re- 
The Senator from South Carolina, 
who has more reason to be satisfied with his own 
judgment than I have to be satisfied with mine, 


thinks differently. Well, sir, his thoughts are en- 
| titled to consideration. They are matured thoughts. 
| They will receive the consideration of this coun- 


try. They will have their effect upon the public 
mind of a large portion of this people; and it is for 


| that reason that I desire all his thoughts should 


| assume a shape not to be mistaken. 


When I am 


told that*to obtain from Mexico territorial indem- 


nity to any extent, is equivalent, in its remote con- 
sequences, to an utter annihilation of the sovereign- 
ty of Mexico and the incorporation ef its entire 
mass of territory within this Union, with its ten 
millions of population, I desire time to inquire 
whether, why and wherefore, these propositions 


are the same—whether these remote and compre- 


hensive effects are to follow from all acquisition of 


_a portion of Mexico, as an indemnity to this Gov- 


ernment, for the wrongs which it has sustained at 
the hands of Mexico. I desire that the committee 


| to whom this subject should be referred, should 
| have an ney of investigating that question; 


| and ascertaining w 


ether these two propositions 


| are identical or not; because it is very manifest 


| make a ver 


that the identity of these two propositions will 
material difference in the estimation 


which the American people shall put upon them. 


| [I do not think that they are identical, sir, by an 


means. The subject, then, being one of such obvi- 


| ous and acknowledged importance—so much time 


| being before us—so few inconveniences being at all 


likely to result from the reference to a committee— 
I cannot, sir, for my life, discover any grave rea- 
son why the reference should not take place. But 
I shall not only acquiesce, as I am bound to do, in 
the judgment of the Senate; but I shal! acquiesce 


_ in that judgment, whutever it may be, without the 


| 
j 


least feeling of disappointment. And I assure the 
Senator from South Carolina that it is in no spirit 
of cavilling—from no disposition to disagree with 


sir, it will not limit the range of discussion te send || him unnecessarily, or to get up discussion, that I 


it in the first place to the committee. It will || make this suggestion. 


abridge the rights of no man—neither of the mover || 


of the resolution, nor of any other gentleman on | 
this floor. The only effect it will have, will be) 


that which, by the standing rules of this body, is | 





t 
' 


I act simply upon the same 
prineiple upon which the Senate itself acted when 
it established those rules under which its business 
is submitted to the various committees. 

Mr. CALHOUN. I rise principally to correct 


designed—the effect of subjecting the proposition || an error into which the Senator from Ohio has 


to’full scrutiny; first, the scrutiny of the commit- | 
tee, whose especial business it is made by the Sen- 


ate to examine it; and, secondly, the scrutiny of | 





fallen, doubtless from having misunderstogd my 
remarks. I by no means said that I considered the 
annihilation of the nationality of Mexico and the 
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acquisition of a portion of her territory as identi- | 
eal; on the contrary, | said expressly that I did 
not understand the resolution as involving the ques- 


tion of territory at all. I agree with him that we 


may take a part—very large parts of Mexico with- | 


out touching her nationality. My object is very 
different; and to satisfy the Senator | will tell him 
that I have changed not a single opinion, which | 
have ever expressed, in relation to this Mexican 
war. { hope that this will satisfy him. 


Now, sir, if I understand the drift of the Sene- | 


ator’s remarks, and of his motion, it is this—that 
he wishes these resolutions of mine to go to the 


may make a report upon them before I myse 
have an opportunity of being heard upon them. 
I ask, is that fair? I introduced a general subject 


here, and the Senator proposes to take it out of my | 


hands before I am heard—sending it to the Com- 


mittee on Foreign Relations, where it is to be dis- | 


cussed and reported on in advance of my own 
explanation of it. Is there any precedent to+be 
found in this or any other parliamentary body for 
a procedure of that kind? As he believes, there 


is no instance of such resolutions being introduced | 


and not referred to a committee before discussion. 


I do not know an instance in which any such ref- | 
erence has been made. | mysclf at the last session 
introduced important resolutions on the subject of | 


slavery. 


They were discussed here and every- 
where. 


Mr. ALLEN, (in his seat.) There is no come | 


mittee of the Senate on slavery. 

Mr. CALHOUN. 
Territories, and that involved a territorial ques- 
tion. You may raise a special committee. There 


is no difference in that view between a special and | 
The whole drift of his motion | 


reguiar committee. 
—on which | shall say no more—is to take my 
own resolutions out of my own hand, so that the 
committee may make the first speech on them, to 
which I will 
explaining my own resolutions. I submit whether 
that be fair. 

Mr. SEVIER. I hope my friend from Ohio 
will withdraw his motion. [ will only say, as one 
member of the Committee on Foreign Relations, 
that I have made up no opinion with regard to 
the resolutions of the honorable Senator from 
South Carolina. 

Mr. ALLEN. Certainly. I have no disposition 
to force, even if I had the power, such a motion, 
if the committee are averse to the reference; and 
therefore, at the request of the honorable chair- 
man of the committee, | beg to withdraw the mo- 
tion I have made. 

Allow me, sir, however, to take this occasion 
to remark, that I am gratified with the explanation 
which the Senator from South Carolina has made, 
and in relation to which he conceives that I was 
mistaken in supposing that he meant that the 
taking any territorial indemnity was identical with 
the annihilation of Mexico. I did certainly un- 
derstand him to say that that was to be the ulte- 
rior consequence ; and it was the identity of con- 
sequences that he had reference to, and not the 
identity of the particular measures at the moment. 
It was my purpose to negative the idea that the 
same consequences would flow, however remotely; 
that is to say, that the taking of territorial indem- 
nity involved an ulterior necessity of annihilating 
Mexico altogether. But, if that be not the view 
of the Senator, [am glad to hear it. Because I 
presumed, on the first form of the proposition, 
there would be few opinions antagonistic to his; 
and I hope, upon the second—that is, as to territo- 
rial indemnity—I shall find the Senator aiding 
those who go for indemnifying the country for its 
esses in the way of lands. 

The resolutions were then postponed until Tues- 
day, the 4th day of January next, and made the 
special order of that day. 


ANNEXATION OF TERRITORY. 


The Senate proceeded to consider the following 
resolutions heretofore submitted by Mr. Dickinson: 


Resolved, That true policy requires the Government of 
the United States to strengthen its political and commercial 
relations upon this continent by the annexation of such con- 
tiguous territory as may conduce to that end, and can be 
justly obtained ; and that neither in such acquisition nor in 
the territorial organization thereof can any conditions be 
constitutionally imposed or institutions be provided for or 
establisked inconsistent with the right of the people thereof 
to form a free sovereign State, with the powers and privi- 
loges of the original members of the Confederacy, 


You have a Committee on | 
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_ order for two weeks from to-day at one o’clock. 


' | South Carolina? 
Committee on Foreign Relations in order that — 
f 


| Senator. 


GLO 





Resolved, That in organizing a Territorial Government for 


territory belonging to the United States, the principles of || 


self government upon which our federative system rests will | 
be best promoted, the trne spirit and meaning of the Consti- 

tution be observed, and the Confederacy strengthened, by | 
leaving all questions concerning the domestic policy therein | 
to the Legislatures chosen by the people thereof. 


Mr. DICKINSON then rose and moved that 
the resolutions offered by him be made the special 


| 
} 


Mr. BERRIEN. I beg to ask the Senator from | 
New York, if it is his purpose to anticipate a dis- | 
cussion on the resolutions of the Senator from | 


Mr. DICKINSON. I do not fully hear the | 


Mr. BERRIEN. Is it the purpose of the Sen- | 


ator from New York, in the motion just submitted, | 2 : 
|| At the suggestion of the Senator himself, | 


to anticipate the discussion on the resolutions of 
the Senator from South Carolina? 


Mr. DICKINSON. I do not know how the | 


discussion of the resolutions offered by the honor- || 
able Senator from South Carolina can be anticipated || 
in the consideration of what he himself considered | 


| 
| Mr. CASS. 
| 


an independent proposition. 


Mr. SEVIER. 


upon our consideration. I would suggest, that as 
the resolutions offered by the Senators from South 


'| Carolina and New York are antagonistical to a 








e called upon to reply, instead of || 


very great extent, they may, with propriety, be con- 
sidered together. I hope, therefore, that the Sen- 
ator from New York will allow his to be consider- 
ed with the others. In the mean time I hope that 
we may be able to dispose of the bill for recruiting 
the ranks of the army, and also of the measures 
necessary to provide the means of feeding and 
clothing the soldiers engaged in fighting the battles 
of their country in Mexico. 

Mr. DICKINSON begged to insist on his mo- 
tion. 

Mr. CALHOUN hoped that the Senator would 
fix an earlier day for the consideration of these res- 


C.} had offered. 
r. DICKINSON was desirous only of an op- 


entrance of any other subject, which, by giving rise 

to discussion, might prevent him from doing so. 
Mr. CALHOUN suggested that the Senator 

could have the opportunity which he sought on 


| the morning of the day after that fixed for the con- 


sideration of his [Mr. C.’s] resolutions. 
Mr. DICKINSON. Iam not so sure of that; 


and I prefer that my resolutions retain the priority, 


to which they are entitled in the order in which 
they were offered. I may not trespass long on the 
attention of the Senate in addressing it.on the reso- 
lutions, but what little I have to say I desire to 
offer before discussion arises on other subjects. 
Mr. CALHOUN. I must make a remark here. 
The Senate has already fixed a day for the con- 
sideration of my satapietianior and the Senator 
now proposes the ry? immediately preceding for 
the consideration of his—thus anticipating mine. 
That his resolutions shall pass without discussion 
isimpossible. ‘There will be, as I take it, great di- 
versity of opinion on the subject, at least as the 
resolutions now stand. They may lead to a long 
discussion. Now I do not think that it would be 


| treating my resolutions fairly, if, after having fixed 


a day for their consideration, the day immediately 
preceding should be set apart for the consideration 
of others which must give rise to discussion, in 
consequence of which mine may be cut off. If the 
Senator wishes to be heard, he can be heard on any 
intermediate day, or on the morning immediately 
after the day set apart for the consideration of my 
resolutions. 

Mr. DICKINSON. I do not intend to super- 
sede the Senator in any other sense than I indicate. 
I was without the bar when I learned that the Sen- 
ator’s resolutions were under consideration, and I 
inquired whether the motion made by the honorable 


| Senator included the resolutions which I had the 


honor to submit. © The reply was that they had 
been passed over informally and were not embra- 
ced in the motion of the Senator. It was then re- 
marked by the Senator that the propositions were 
| independent, and that mine cunts be set down for 
an earlier or later day. I therefore, in accordance 
with his suggestion, moved an earlier day, which 
was, I think, treating his resolutions with fairness 
‘and courtesy; whilst, according to his own rule, 





I hope, Mr. President, that be- || 
| fore we get into this sea of discussion we may dis- 
pose of some public measures which now press || 


olutions than that fixed for those which he [Mr. | 


portunity of explaining his resolutions before the | 


_ Dec. 20, 


| mine were treated rather unfairly, for I 
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: " pal : postponed 
| their consideration till after the holidays, in order 
| to meet the convenience of the Senate. I am willing 

that they should be set down for an earlier day; 
but the holidays are eee and I desire an 
| opportunity to explain the resolutions before I shal] 
| be superseded by any other discussion. I do not 

know that any other Senators wish to speak on the 
resolutions. If they do, the further consideration 
of the resolutions can be postponed till the others 
shall have been discussed. I am quite willing to 
consent to such an arrangement. I desire only, as 
I have said, an opportunity to state my views in 
explanation of the resolutions before’ the question 
is embarrassed and superseded by other questions 
supposed in the public mind to have a similar 
bearing. 


| 
| 
} 
| 
| 
} 


moved that the consideration of my resolutions 
should be fixed for a certain day, and under that 
impression I voted for making them the order for 
Monday, not imagining of course that I was to be 
foreclosed and superseded. 

he suggestion of the Senator 
from Arkansas is entitled to have consideration. 
We are all aware that the President has subinitred 
_to Congress the necessity of additional military 
'| forces, and the Military Committee has had no op- 
|| portunity to examine the subject, but will soon 
‘| meet and take itup. I hope whatever time may 
|| be fixed for the consideration of these resolutions, 
|| it may be distinctly understood that they are not 
|| to stand in the way of public business of a more 
| pressing nature, demanding the immediate atten- 
'| tion of Congress. Ido trust that it may be dis- 
| tinctly understood before an order is made on this 
| subject, that it will not be superseded by any other 

matters. 

I must be allowed to say with regard to the re- 
solutions of the honorable gentleman from South 

|| Carolina, with the greatest deference to his opin- 
|| ions, that I myself do not see their practical import- 
ance. Iam perfectly willing to hear the, views of 
the Senator. I know that they will be intelligent, 
striking, and that they will go to the public with 
the great weight of his character; but I must say 
that there is no man in this nation in favor of the 
extinction of the nationality of Mexico. The 
Executive has indicated his views, and they are 
totally inconsistent with the extinction of the na- 
tionality of Mexico. 

With respect to the resolutions I-have nothing 
to say. But I must remark, that I do think that it 
is exceedingly unwise, at this stage of the prose- 
cution of the war, in either branch of Congress to 
say what we will do, or what we will not do. We 
may be driven from Mexico to-morrow—it is not 
a very likely event—but how would we look in 
the eyes of the worlg in that case, after having 
declared that we did Tot mean to seize the whole 
of Mexico! 

If the resolution be intended as a vehicle of the 
opinions of the Senator from South Carolina, I 
shall hear him with « great deal of pleasure; and 
his views will, I doubt not, have great weight in the 
country; but I shall oppose any vote on the sub- 
ject; as that would be, in my judgment, unnecessary 
and impolitic. t 

Mr. CALHOUN. I should be very glad in- 
deed to think with the honorable gentleman from 
Michigan, that there is no person in the country 
who thinks of the extinction of the nationality of 
Mexico. Why, you can hardly read a newspaper 
without finding it filled with speculation upon this 
subject. The proceedings that took place in Ohio, 
at a dinner given to one of the volunteer officers of 
the army returned from Mexico, show conclusively 
‘that the impression entertained by the persons 

t, was, that our troops would never leave 

exico until they had conquered the whole coun- 

| try. This was the sentiment advanced by the 

ben, and it was applauded by the assembly, and 
endorsed by the official paper of that State. — 

But this is not the point. The question is not 
now whether such a thing is contemplated. I at- 
tribute no such pare ne oe aes: I look at ~ 

of events. ook at what is 
progress Sloe 








and the end of it—those consequences whi 

to avert by this resolution. Sir, let any man 
ook at the progress of this war—let him consider 
how we got into it, not exp to get into it at 
all, for certainly the Executive officers expressed, 
in the strongest manner, their conviction that there 
was not the slightest hazard of war at the ume 
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when our troops marched to the Rio Grande. | 
What next? After the war was commenced we | 
were told that the Government was to conquer a 
yeace; and what have we been told since? That 
we must carry on the war vigorously. Where is 
this toend? The whole progress towards the ac- 
complishment of this avowed object of the Presi- | 
dent, to conquer a peace, has been marked by an | 
earnest desire eagerly to prosecute the war; to go 
on and go on, until we find ourselves where no 
man expected. Sir, instead of being an abstrac- 
tion, these resolutions are eminently pry 
they are intended to — to the people of this 
country a finale, pro pably not now anticipated, 
but which will come if proper precautions be not 
taken. Itis while the fiagblie mind is yet sound, 
and while the Senate, as I believe, is prepared 
almost unanimously to vote against such an end 
of the war, that I wish this expression of opinion 
to be made. Sir, we begin now to find the mis- 
fortune of entering into a war without a decla- 
ration of war—without a declaration setting forth 
to the people the causes of the war, and one upon 
which they may hold the Government responsible. 
We have got into a war by a recognition of war, 
and not a declaration, and hence the necessity for 
this resolution, to negative a result which we do 
not contemplate. No, sir, itis as practical as an 
measure that can be brought forward; for, until 
the question which arises upon these resolutions is 
decided, we shall be at a loss to know what amount 
of supplies, how many men, and how much money 
to grant. If it be declared, that it is not intended 
to conquer Mexico so as to destroy her nationality, 
this will throw a great deal of light upon our vote; 
but if it be contemplated to do this, then more men 
and more money will be required; and hence the 
decision upon these resolutions is the preliminary 
step to be taken. Sir, it was a good cid practice 
in the early stages of this Government, when the 
President of these United States sent an address 
to Congress, that an answer to that address was 
prepared in a Committee of the Whole, and the 
whole affairs of the nation were discussed before 
any measures were adopted. That is the course 
pursued in the British Parliament, and in the French 
Chamber of Deputies. That practice has been 
dropped, and the various subjects now come be- 
fore us piecemeal, and are referred to committees, 
and we have no opportunity of knowing what the 
state of the Union is, until we are called upon to 
vote upon the various propositions so submitted 
Now, | hope that a discussion will be had, if dis- 
cussion be necessary, and that a vote will be taken, 
though, if what I hear from the Senator from Michi- 
gan be correct, that no man contemplates the entire 
conquest of all Mexico, then we need not have a 
long discussion; and it will be very satisfactory to 
myself, at least, and I believe it will be highly sat- 
isfactory to the people generally, to have it declared 
that such a thing is not contemplated. 

Mr. CASS. ido not see that the Senator from 
South Carolina has changed the aspect of the ques- 
tion, He speaks of the objects of the war. If by 
this is meant the objects to be attained by the prose- 
cution of the war, every man, woman, and child, in 
the country, can understand them. They are sat- 
isfaction and indemnity. All we seek of Mexico, 
to use a phrase a good deal reprobated, but which 
has a good deal of sense in it, is to conquer a peace, 
That is the object that we have in view; we seek 
to prevail upon the Mexican Government to con- 
sent to an amicable adjustment; that is the object 
sought by the nation, and I do not see how it is to 
be attained by such resolutions as these. Now, 
the honorable Senator says that the decision of 
these resolutions may guide us as to the amount of 
force to be raised. I take it, sir, that most of us 
in the Senate, the Executive, and a great majorit 
of this nation, intend to go on with the war until 
Mexico will consent to an honorable peace; and I 
take it, that a majority of the Senate, and of the 
House of Representatives, will vote the necessa 
means for this purpose. Now, what we are wil- 
ling to do at one time, we may not be willing to 
do at another; we may accept to-day what we 
would refuse to-morrow; and we might have ac- 
cepted yesterday, perhaps, what we would have 
refused to-day. 

The course of obstinate infatuation on the 
of Mexico, if persisted in, may compel us to do 
hereafter far otherwise than we would do now. 1 
am not for agitating the question. When the time 
comes that we shall be called on to act constitu- 
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tionally and lawfully, let us then act, but not by a 
previous declaration. The honorable Senator says 
that, at a certain meeting, a proposition was made 
that Mexico must be altogether annihilated. What, 
then, is it necessary for us to declare that such is 
not the intention? Some time since, a resolution 
was offered for annexing Cuba to this country, and 
yet nobody thought of offering a counter resolu- 
tien that it should not be annexed; and if a propo- 
sition were made anywhere that England or France 
should be annexed to this country, no one would 
think of recording on the Senate Journals a solemn 
declaration that we would not. It seems to me, 
that these resolutions have no practical bearing, or 


if they have, that this is not the time for their | 


discussion. I leave the question. 
Mr. NILES. I have always been opposed to 


wasting much time on the discussion of abstract || 


propositions, in which light I regard these resolu- 
tions, and eeeny the one of my honorable 
friend from New York. The discussion upon that 


resolution would not shed much light upon the | 
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| be suitable at this time, might be very unsuitable 
| atanothertime. Well, then, would it not be well 
to examine, and how we are best to secure the ob- 
ject we are all aiming at, that we may not be 
_ drawn into the necessity of taking possession of 
| the whole of Mexico? Now both of these ques- 
| tions are presented in these resolutions, and the last 
| one I regard as being of the greatest importance; 
and there may be difficulty inacting upon it, be- 
cause there is nothing distinct in the terms of the 
| 
| 
' 


} 


| resolution itself by which we are to reach the end 
desired. I believe I may say that we all wish to 
avoid the probable contingency whereby we shall 
be under the necessity of taking care of the whole 
population of that country, and extending our 
|| jurisdiction over it. Now these are great ques- 
|| tions, which cannot be too carefully considered. 
I am not for abandoning this war; but, at the same 
time, I cannot but see that every step we take in the 
conquest of this country but increases our difficul- 
ty and renders the adjustment which I have alluded 
Sir, no one 


| 
| 
| 
| 
t 


| to a subject of greater difficulty. 


rincipal question, which can only come up on a || can mistake that it is the sentiment of the army— 


erritorial bill or a treaty. 


of the honorable and distinguished Senator from | 


I regard the resolution \\ and the army of this country is now of sufficient 
| importance to speak, and to be heard and felt— 


South Carolina as pretty near an abstraction. || it is evidently, I say, their sentiment that this war 
That honorable Senator is rather fond of abstrac- || is only to end with the entire conquest of Mexi- 
I 


of them in the form of resolutions here. There 
does appear to me, sir, to be an intimate connection 
between the two great questions presented in these | 
resolutions, and the whole legislation upon these 
subjects in regard to our peculiar, extraordinary, 
unexampled relations with a neighboring Power. 
We are called on by the Executive, in the dis- 
charge of his high functions, to provide additional | 
means for the prosecution of this war; and with | 
the view, as he tells us, of securing an honorable | 
peace. Well, sir, in regard to the general propo- 
sition, I apprehend that there will be very little 
diversity of opinion here; I ghould hope so, sir, at 
least; for even these honorable gentlemen who— 
some of them, I believe, think that this war erizi- 
nated unnecessarily and somewhat aggressively on 
our part—must nevertheless see the condition the 
country is in, and that whatever may have been 
the origin of the war cannot now very materially 
bear upon the question. We must sustain the 
national character; we must in some way bring || 
this war toa conclusion. Well, sir, if the propo- || 
sition of the honorable Senator have a direct and || 
— bearing upon the bill which may come || 
efore us in pursuance of the recommendation of || 
the President, then, sir, perhaps we may as well | 
meet this great question in this form as in any | 
other. I should think that the decision of the | 
Senate upon the two questions which these reso- | 
lutions present, would be matter of some import- 
ance to the Committee on Military Affairs, and | 
would give some degree of direction to the course 
of action devolving on them, and in regard to the || 
additional propositions which it may be their duty | 
to bring before us in the prosecution of this war. || 
As I have already observed, all parties will agree | 
that this war should be brought to an honorable |, 
conclusion. What is an honorable conclusion of || 
the war? Some may think that we have acquired || 
honor enough already in its prosecution, and that || 
we have prosecuted it as far as is justifiable. | 
There are but few, however, who think so. We 
want a treaty of peace; the war must be prosecu- } 
ted for that object, and it is a legitimate object; || 
but, at the same time, we who represent the in- || 
terests of this great nation have or ought to have || 
some little sagacity. We must look at the actual || 
condition of things, and see what will be the result ;| 
of pursuing this matter—and this wae is dis- || 
tinctly presented in the second resolution; that is, || 
what line of policy, in the prosecution of this war, || 
may lead to a result which will be much more im- |) 
portant, much more solemn in its consequences, || 
than the attainment of an honorable peace. May || 
not such a result follow? Is there not reason to | 
fear it? and if so, it may not be amiss to look at it in | 
advance, and as preceding the preparations which | 
it may be necessary to make for the prosecution of | 
the war. I beliéve it to be the general sentiment | 
of this body that the conquest of this extensive 
country is not desired. ‘The next question is, | 


{ 


tions, and probably he has introduced a good many | 


which such a result will become almost inevitable. | 
The Senator from Michigan tells us we cannot see 
the end of the war—that we cannot now say what 
the terms of peace should be, because, what might 


co. 


| think so, for one. 
ther into this subject; it is not necessary to look 
| at the consequences that will result to our institu- 


|| propriety in examining these questions. 


| to be convinced that 








vave read the proceedings of the meeting 
to which the honorable Senator alluded. I read 
them with the most profound regret. Sir, we 
hear from our countrymen abroad in the service 
of their country, (and we hear the same from 
several quarters,) that we cannot make peace 
without the subjugation of the whole country. 
When we hear from the army, which ought to be 
subordinate to the civil Government, such lan- 
guage—that the army would consider itself dis- 
graced if we did not take the whole country; and 
this spreading through the country, so calculated 
to take hold of the masses,—is it not time to view 
matters carefully, and to proceed with caution? I 
It is not necessary to go far- 


tions; it is not difficult to see the unhappy condi- 
tion in which this country will be placed, and the 
alarming results which will follow from a change 
so great, so momentous, in our political condition, 
and in the extent of our territorial possessions. 
Sir, I think there is some propriety in acting upon 
these propositions in advance of acting upon 
measures connected with this war. I certainly 
should not have proposed anything of the kind 
myself; but, being here, I cannot see, looking at 
the signs of the times, but that there is a meet 

am 
one who think that we ought to have indemnity 
from Mexico; that we ought to prosecute the war, 
with the end of obtaining it, if there be any rea- 
sonable prospect of getting it, by a farther exten- 
sion of our conquests. But if there is not such a 
prospect—if eahaee already proceeded far enough 
ace is not to be obtained 
by extending our dominion,—then comes the grave 
question, whether we shall fall back upon some 
such proposition as that which was offered by the 
distinguished gentleman from South Carolina at 
the last session, and content ourselves with the 
occupation of a portion of their territory, or 
whether we will make the calamities of war fall 


| with increased force upon the enemy, and then 


induce them to make peace. But will they be in- 
duced to do this by breaking up the fragments of 
the Government they have, and resolving that 
country into the primitive condition of a popula- 
tion without a Government? I think it involves a 
serious doubt, whether, after we have done that, 
we shall not be farther from the end than we are 
at present. I will yield my objections against 
diverting the attention of the Senate to the discus- 
sion of abstract propositions, so far as those prop- 
ositions have a Seeding upon the subject that may 
come before us for our consideration. Believing 
this to be the case in regard to one of these propo- 
sitions, I shall not offer any opposition to its dis- 
cussion. I hope it will come up at an early day. 
I know there are important matters of business, 
important bills—one of them in relation to our 
foreign mail service—which, I hope, will be con- 


whether we may or not be thrown into a position in | sidered at an early day; and I greatly fear, that if 


these two propositions are taken up, the discus- 
sion will consume a month, at least, of our time, 
before we can do anything in regard to these im- 
portant matters of business. 
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Mr. DICKINSON, Anxious as I am to obtain 
a discussion upon the resolutions which I have | 
offered, I am not sufficiently anxious to desire that 
discussion to the exclusion of any important busi- | 
ness, 
abstractions; and I believe I can call my honorable | 
friend from Connecticut to witness they are not. | 
I believe my honorable friend is one of the most 


I believe, however, they are not altogether || 


practical members of this body, and that he never || 


discusses abstractions; yet the honorable Senator, 
in presenting resolutions from the Legislature of | 
Connecticut, so far departed from his usual prac- | 
tical course as to address the Senate at some length. | 
I do not complain of this, for IL acknowledge that 
the remarks of the Senator were entirely agreeable | 
to my mind; and the honorable Senator has also | 
favored the Senate with extended remarks upon 
the question now pending. If the resolutions had 
been abstractions, he certainly would not have 
discussed them. I believe, sir, that if some of 
these questions were settled, a greater good would 
be accomplished than if we were to pass all the 
bills which can be brought before this body. I | 


will add, sir, that in conversing with the honorable | 


Senator from South Carolina, an arranzement, 
which is entirely satisfactory, has been agreed | 
upon, and, therefore, | withdraw my motion to | 
make the resoluuonus which I have offered the order | 
of the day. 
ROUTE TO CALIFORNIA. | 

The Senate proceeded to consider the following | 
resolution, submitted on Thursday last by Mr. 
Pearce, and it was agreed to: 


Resolved, 'Thatone thousand additional copies of the notes 
ofa military reconnoissance trom Fort Leavenworth to San 
Diego, by Lieutenant William H. Emory, and of Colonel 


Cook's report, be printed for the use of the Senate, aud that || 
the Secretary of the Senate be directed to cause to be en- || 


graved or lithographed an equal number of the map accom- | 
panytng Lieutenant Emory’s reportand such of the botanical, | 
geological, and other illustrations as the Committee on the 
Contingent Expenses of the Senate may approve and di- 
rect. 
THE LATE GEORGE C. DROMGOOLE. 
The following message was received from the 


Clerk: 

‘*Mr. Present: I am directed to notify the 
Senate of the death of the Hon. Georce C. 
Dromcoore, late a member of the House of Rep- 
resentatives, from the State of Virginia.”’ 

The resolutions adopted by the House of Rep- 
resentatives on the occasion having been read— 

Mr. MASON rose, and addressed the Senate as 
follows: 

I discharge a melancholy duty, Mr. President, 
in asking the Senate to extend the customary evi- 
dences of respect to the memory of the very dis- 
tinguished gentleman whose death has just been 
announced to us. a 

Georce Coke Dromeoore, a Representative 
elected from the State of Virginia to the present 


Congress, died at his residence in the county of 


Brunswick, in that State, on the 27th day of April, 
in the present year. 

He had just closed the fifth term of his service 
in the House of Representatives, and been re- | 
elected by a constituency amidst whom he was 
born, when the Samematie mandate was issued 
which now numbers him with the dead. 


| the accuracy of the Journal. 
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the public councils, both of our honored State and 
of this Confederacy, and to witness from their early 
developmentin youth to the maturity of riper years 
that solidity of mind and strong and clear discern- 
ment which so rarely accompanies the quick wit 
and ready thought that distinguished the career of 
this gifted man. 


With ardent temperament and decided opinions, | 


General DromGoo.e always stood allied with par- 
ty; but he made no enemies—ever more ready, in 
the stern conflicts of party, to disarm than to wound, 
or with ready and playful remark to turn aside 
acerbity. 

In social life he enjoyed and deserved the strong- 
est attachment of his friends; perhaps never more 
signally shown than in the incidents connected 
with the election which but a few days preceded 
his death, when his constituents, by a diminished 
vote, evinced, that although they could chasten, 
they would not dismiss their Representative. 

Of his infirmities, sir, it may become him to 
speak, who himself has none; let their memory be 
buried in the tomb, where now reposes all that 
was mortal of the statesman, the patriot, and the 
friend. 

I move, sir, the following resolutions : 

Resolved, unanimously, That the Senate has heard with 
deep sensibility of the death of the Honorable Georee 
Coxe DromGoo te, a representative elect from the State of 
Virginia, which has been communicated by the House of 


| Representatives. 


Resolved, That in testimony of their respeet for the mem- 
ory of the deceased, the Senators will wear the usual badge 
of mourning for thirty days. 

Resolved, Asa further mark of respect, that the Senate 
do now adjourn. 

The resolutions having been unanimously adopt- 
ed, the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Mownpay, December 20, 1847. 


The Journal of Saturday having been read— 
Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL rose to a question of 


| ly the reading of the Journal) whether it did not 
| omit to state that that portion of the report of the 


Committee on Rules which was journalized as 


having been rejected, was recommended by the | 


committee to be rejected? He believed there was 
no notice taken in the Journal of the recommenda- 
tion of the committee. 

The SPEAKER remarked that there was no 
written report made to that effect; that the rule first 


reported remained as a rule for the consideration of | 
the House—the question being on its adoption. | 


The gentleman from Pennsylvania stated, it was 
true, that the committee recommended it should 
be rejected. The Chair believed such verbal re- 
commendations had not formerly been the subject 


| of notice on the Journal. 


Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL. It is not stated on 
the Journal that I moved its rejection. 

TheSPEAKER. TheJournal will be amended 
so as to state the fact. 

Here the conversation dropped, and the Journal, 
as thus amended, was approved. 


The SPEAKER stated that, with the leave of || 


He submitted to the |! 


| 
House of Representatives by Mr. Campbell, their Speaker (for he had not been able to hear distinct- 


_ Dec, 20, 


| Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL begged leave simply 

| to state, that during the last session of Congress 

as every gentleman now here who was then ;, 
member of the Committee on Foreign Affairs 
would well recollect, a vast number of similar pe- 
titions were referred to that committee. 

The SPEAKER reminded gentlemen that de- 
bate was not in order. If debate arose upon a 
petition, it must of necessity go over under the 
rules. . 

The question was then taken on the motion of 

' Mr. Boyp to refer to the Committee on Military 
Affairs, and decided in the negative without a 
division. 

Mr. BRODHEAD and Mr. SMITH, of Con- 
necticut, simultaneously moved to refer it to the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

And the question being taken on this motion, it 
was agreed to: Ayes 120, noes not counted. 

Mr. JOHN Q. ADAMS also presented a pe- 
tition of Photius Kavasales, praying Congress to 

| pass a law authorizing the petitioner to change his 
name, and moved its reference to a select com- 
mittee. 

Debate arising on the reference of said petition, 
it was laid over under the rule. 

| Also, the petition of John Mitchell, of the State 
of Maine, praying a pension for a wound received 
on board the United States ship Alabama while 
engaged in firing a salute in May last in honor of 
the victories achieved by Generals Scott and Tay- 
lor. Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pen- 

| sions. 

‘| Also, the petition of John P. Andrews, of Sa- 

|| lem, Massachusetts, praying for an amicable ter- 

|| mination of the war with Mexico. Referred to 
|| the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

} Other petitions were also presented— 

|| From the State of Massachusetts: By Messrs. 

|| HALE and PALFREY. 

From Rhode Island: By Mr. CRANSTON. 

| From Connecticut: By Mr. ROCKWELL. 

| From New York: By Messrs. HUNT, HALL, 

| HOLMES, GOTT, and MACLAY. 

| From Pennsylvania: By Messrs. POLLOCK, 

| HAMPTON, and STEWART. 

| From Maryland: By Mr. EVANS. 

| From Virginia: By Mr. BOCOCK. 

| From North Carolina: By Mr. BARRINGER. 

| From Georgia: By Mr. KING. 





j 
| 


| 


From Kentucky: By Messrs. FRENCH and 
BOYD. 
From Tennessee: By Mr. GENTRY. 
From Ohio: By Messrs. VINTON, CROW. 
ELL, and DICKINSON. 
From Mississippi: By Mr. THOMPSON. 
| From Illinois: B 


essrs. SMITH, LIN-+ 
| COLN, and FICKLIN. 
‘|| From Alabama: By Messrs. HOUSTON, HIL- 
| LIARD, and GAYL 
|, _ From Missouri: By Messrs. JAMIESON and 
|| PHELPS. 
| From Arkansas: By Mr. JOHNSON. 
STATE RESOLUTIONS. 
|| Mr. CRANSTON presented certain resolutions 
| of the Legislature of the State of Rhode Island, 





j 
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in favor of the plan of Asa Whitney for a rail- 








Nature had formed him for a statesman of the 
highest order, and, soon distinguished by popular || 
favor, his inclinations and habits of mind at once || 
directed him to the paths of public life. A clear || 
head and sound heart assured alike unshaken loy- || 
alty to his country and inviolable faith to his | 
friends. i 

When just entering upon manhood, he was || 
chosen a delegate to the General Assembly of Vir- | 
ginia, and, with an interval of but two years, du- 
ring which he declined a reélection, from that time 4 
forth continued a Representative of the people | 
until his career was closed in death. 

In 1829 he was chosen a member of the Conven- | 
tion called to revise the Constitution of the State— |! 
a body selected with great care by the people of | 
Virginia, composed of our wisest statesmen, and || 
numbering amongst its members men who adorned 
and left their impress ypon the age in which they 
lived " 

From the House of Delegates he was transferred 
to the Virginia Senate, and whilst presiding officer 
of that body, in the year 1835, was elected to the 
House of Representatives of the United States. 

It was my fortune to be associated with him in ! 





| | 
read, as it was very short. 
1 


the House, he would call for petitions in the order | road from Lake Michigan to the Pacific; which 


the rules of the House. If the || 


Jouse would submit to this, it would promote its || 


| convenience and the expedition of business. I} 
The suggestion being acquiesced in, by the gen- || 
eral consent of the House— {| 
The SPEAKER proceeded to call for— 
PETITIONS. i 


| 
| 


Mr. J.Q@. ADAMS presented a petition pray- 
ing for peace, and asked its reference to a select | 


| committee. {| I - 
| mittee of Claims, reported a bill for the relief of 


Mr. BOYD moved its reference to the Commit- 
tee on Foreign Affairs. 

Mr. GIDDINGS demanded the yeas and nays; 
which were not ordered. 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL rose and (in reference 
to the prayer of the petition for-peace) desired to || 
ask, peace with whom? It does not say. | 

Mr. J.Q@. ADAMS moved that the petition be 


i} 
| 
j 
; 


This motion being agreed to, the petition was 
read, J 

Mr. BOYD modified his motion, and moved the | 
reference to the Committee on Military Affairs. 


_ of the States, for reports from committees, and for || resolutions were laid upon the table and ordered to 
| resolutions in the order of the States, in the order || 
esata tf 


be printed. : 

Mr. PHELPS presented certain resolutions of 
the Legislature of the State of Missouri, asking 
Congress to create a new Territory west of the 
State of Missouri. Raat : 

Also, asking a grant of land to aid in improving 
the navigation of the Osage river; which resolu- 
tions were appropriately referred and ordered to 
be printed. 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. JOHN A. ROCKWELL, from the Com- 


Phineas Capen, administrator of John Cox, de- 
ceased. 

Also, a bill for the relief of Robert Roberts; 
which bills were read a first and second time and 
committed. 

Also, an adverse oer: on the case of John R. 
Williams. Laid on the table. . 

Mr. DANIEL P. KING, from the Committee 
on Revolutionary Claims, reported a bill for the 
relief of Mary Brown, widow of Jacob Brown, & 
revolutionary pensioner. Read a first and second 
time and committed. 
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BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS. 
Mr. BRODHEAD, notice having been given, 


obtained leave to introduce a bill relative to post- | 


age on newspapers. Read a first and second time 
and referred to the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads. 

Mr. HENLEY, notice having been given, ob- 
tained leave and introduced a joint resolution to 
amend an act entitled ** An act to establish certain 
jost routes and for other purposes,” 
March 3, 1847. Read a first and second time and 
referred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads. 

Mr. ANDREW JOHNSON, having obtained 
leave, introduced a bill for the relief of Russell 
Goss. Read a first and second time and referred 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 


NOTICES OF BILLS. 

Notices of motions for leave to intraduce bills 
were given, as follows: 

By Mr. PEASLEE: Of a bill for the settlement 
of the claims of New Hampshire against the Uni- 
ted States, and also of a bill to change the place of 
holding courts in New Hampshire. 

By Mr. N. K. HALL: Of a bill concerning costs 
in civil suits and proceedings in the name of the 
United States. 

By Mr. E. B. HOLMES: Of a bill to erect for- 
tifications and establish a military depot at or near 
the mouth of Genesee river, on Lake Ontario, in 
the State of New York. 

By Mr. CROZIER: Of a bill making an appro- 
priation of the public lands for the benefit of the 
deaf, dumb, and blind. 

By Mr. RHETT: Of a bill authorizing the sev- 
eral States in the Union to lay tonnage duties on 
all vessels or steamboats entering their ports or 
harbors, for the purpose of improving the naviga- 
tion of the said States. 

By Mr. GOGGIN: Ofa bill making further ap- 
propriations of land to satisfy Virginia military 
land warrants for services during the revolutionary 
war, and for other purposes connected with such 
services. 

By Mr. DUER: Of a bill to repeal so much of 
chapters 33 and 63 of the act of the last session of 
Congress as increase the franking privileges of 
members of Congress, and forbid the transmission 
of newspapers free of postage to a distance not ex- 
ceeding thirty miles from the office of publication. 

By Mr. TALLMADGE: Of a bill for the es- 
tablishment of a branch of the mint of the United 
States in the city of New York. 

Also, a bill for the rescue and protection of per- 
sons and property which may be shipwrecked on 
the Atlantic coast. 

By Mr. THIBODEAUX: Of a bill relating to 
the collection district of New Orleans and for other 

. purposes. 


-* By Mr. LINCOLN: Ofa bill to amend an act 


entitled ‘* An act to raise for a limited time an ad- 
ditional military force and for other purposes,” 
approved February 11, 1847. 

by Mr. JOFEN A. ROCKWELL: Of a bill to 
make appropriations of certain proceeds of public 
lands in aid of education, and also of a bill to re- 
vise the consular system of the United States. 

By Mr. R. SMITH: Of a bill making an appro- 
priation for the improvement of the Mississippi 
river; of abill making provision for the widows and 
orphans of officers and soldiers killed in the present 
war with Mexico, or who have died in the seryice; 
of a bill to provide for completing the Cumberland 
road in the States of Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, and 
Missouri; and also of a bill granting lands to aid 
in the construction of certain railroads in the State 
of Illinois. 

By Mr. CATHCART : Of a bill to reduce the 
minimum price of the lands acquired of the Miami 
Indians; and of a bill to provide for the prosecu- 
tion of the work upon the harbor at Michigan City, 
in Indiana, 

ay Mr. JOHN W. HOUSTON: Of a joint 
resolution of the thanks of Congress to Major 
General Zachary Taylor, the officers and men 
under his command, for gallant conduct at the bat- 
te of Buena Vista; which were read, by common 
consent, for the information of the House: 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representutives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the 
thanks of Congress are due, and they are hereby tendered, 
to Major General Zachary Taylor, cad through him to the 
officers and soldiers of the regular army and of the volun- 
teers under his command, for their indomitable valor, skill, 


approved | 
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and good conduct, conspicuously displayed on the 2d and 
23d days of February last, in the battle of Buena Vista, in |} 
defeating a numerous Mexican army, consisting of four times || 
their number, and composed of chosen troops under their || 


favorite commander, General Santa Anna, and thereby ob- 
tuning a victory over the enemy which, for its signal and 
brilliant character, is unsurpassed in the military annals of 
the world. 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested to cause to be struck a zold medal, with devices 
emblematical of this splendid achievement, and presented 
to Major General Taylor, as a testimony of the high sense | 
entertained by Congress of his judicious and distinguished | 
conduct on that memorable occasion. 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be re 
quested to cause the forefoing resolutions to be communi- 
cated to Major General Taylor in such manner as he may 
deem best calculated to effect the objects thereof. 

RESOLUTIONS, 


On motion of Mr. JOHN Q. ADAMS, 

Resolved, That the same nuinber of paves be employed for 
the use of this House that were employed previous to the 
twenty-seventh Congress—viz: twelve. 

Mr. GRINNELL moved the following resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be in- 


| Structed to inquire whether the President has authorized the 


fitting out a vessel to convey officers of the United States 
army, navy, Or other persons to the Mediterranean, for the 


| purpose of exploring and surveying the Dead Sea; and 





whether the Constitution and laws of the United States give 
the President authority so to do; and, further, whether the 
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On motion of Mr. CONGER, 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of granting a 
pension to Ruth Hornbeck, formerly widow of Wim. Scutt, 


| for the services of said Scutt as a soldier of the Revolution ; 
| and that said committee be authorized for this purpose to 


Constitution gives to Congress the power to pass laws autho- | 
rizing the exploration, surveying, and improving the harbors | 
and rivers of the United States. ie : : 
| in which they are published. 


Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL inquired why this res- | 


olution was directed to the Judiciary Committee? 


Mr. GRINNELL said he thought that the Com- | 


mittee on the Judiciary was the proper committee 
to inquire into the subject. 


The resolution giving rise to debate, was Jaid |, 


over, under the rule. 


On motion of Mr. TRUMAN SMITH, 


Resolved, That a select committe of five be appointed, 
whose duty it shall be to inquire into and ascertain the aver- 
age value of the foreign silver coins in circulation in the 
United States which usually pass for one-eighth and one- 
sixteenth of a dollar; and that they consider what measures 


should be adopted to substitute for such coins the dimes and | 


half-dimes of the United States, with liberty to report by bill 
or otherwise, as they see fit. 

Mr. TRUMAN SMITH moved the following 
resolution : 

Resolved, That.the memorials and petitions from citizens 


of the United States who suffered by the spoliations of the 
French prior to the 30th of September, 1800, now on the files | 


of the Clerk of this House, be taken therefrom and referred || 
to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. | 


Mr. WICK said it was his desire to debate this || 


resolution. 





It was therefore laid over, under the rule. 


On motion of Mr. NICOLL, | 
Resolved, That it be referred to the Committee on the Post | | 
Office and Post Roads to inquire into the expediency of abol- || 
ishing the present postage on transient newspapers, and of 1] 


substituting in its place the same postage as is now charged 
on newspapers regularly mailed by publishers thereof. 


Mr. MURPHY asked leave to introduce the 
following joint resolutions: 


Resolved, (the Senate concurring herein,) That Congress | 


regards the enlightened policy of the sovereign Pontiff of 
Rome, in extending to his people toleration of political opin- 
ion, a liberal press, and constitutional guarantees, and in re- 
moving religious disabilities, as demanding its admiration, 
inasmuch as such measures are founded upon principles 
cherished by the people of the United States as the true basis 
of popular liberty, and because they are a voluntary and 
peaceful tribute of power to right, unstained by blood, un- 
bought by human suffering, and equally worthy of a high re- 
ligious functionary and a wise temporal sovereign. 
Resolved, (the Senate concurring herein,) That, in view of 
these interesting events, a country to which the people of the 
United States are indebted not only for many of the arts 


| which adorn life, but for many of the political institutions 


which they enjoy, it is expedient that diplomatic relations 
be opened by this Government with the Papal States, and 
that Congress concurs with the President in his late message 
in regard thereto. 

Resolved, (the Senate concurring herein,) That the Presi- 
dent he requested to transmit a copy of these resolutions to 
Pope Pius IX. ' 

The SPEAKER stated that the rules of the 
House required a member to give at Jeast one day’s 
notice of a motion for leave to introduce a bill or 
joint resolution and that it was not in order at this 
time to introduce bills or joint resolutions. 

Mr. MURPHY moved to suspend the rules to 
enable him to introduce said joint resolutions. 
Disagreed to. 

On motion of Mr. HUNT, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of establishing a system of com- 
mrcial reciprocity between the “United States and the 


ing of equality. 


| 








| 


province of Canada, with a view to the admission of the pro- | which was read and laid over under the rule: 


duets of either country into the ports of the other on a toot- || 


Withdraw from the files in the Pension Oflice all the papers 
of said Kuth relating to said application. 


On motion of Mr. SLINGERLAND, 


Resolved, ‘That the Committee on Commerce be instruct- 
ed to inquire inte the expediency of making an appropria- 
tion to remove the obstruction to the navigation of the Hud- 
son river, in the State of New York. 

On motion of Mr. S. LAWRENCE, 

Resolved, That the Commissioner of Pensions send to 
this House the papers of Jolin Manley, on file in his office, 
in aid of his application for a peusion; and that such pa- 


pers be referred to the Comniittee on Revolutionary Pen- 
sions. 


On motion of Mr. GOTT, 


Resolved, That the Committee on Invalid Pensions be 


| instructed to inquire into the expediency of granting a pen 


sion to L. B. Canfield, for injuries received while in the 
service of the United States, and a captain in the 23d regi- 
ment of infantry, in the war with Great Britain in L812; and 
that said committee be authorized, for Uns purpose, to with- 
draw from the files in the Pension Office all the papers of 
the said Canfield relating to said application. 


On motion of Mr. McILVAINE, 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 


| Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of so 


amending the post office laws, as to provide for the free 
transit of newspapers through the mail within the ca@unty 


On motion of Mr. POLLOCK, 


Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means be 


| instructed to inquire into the expediency of providing by 


law for the allowance of reasonable compensation to the 
clerks of the District Courts of the States, for the labor per- 
formed by them in making out the returns exhibiting the 
operations of the Jate bankrupt law of the United states, 
called for by a circular of the Secretary of State, in execu- 
tion of a resolution of the House of Representatives of the 
28th Congress. 


On motion of Mr. POLLOCK, 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Po: t 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of giving 
to the postmaster at Northumberland, Pennsylvania, a fixed 
salary in lieu of the compensation at present reeeived—-the 
said office being a distributing office, and the per centage 
under the existing law being inadequate to the labor per- 
formed. 


On motion of Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL, 


Resolved, That the Committee on Foreign Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire and report to this House on the expe- 
diency of abolishing the present missions by Chargés des 
Affaires to Sardinia and Naples, and substituting therefor, to- 
gether with the mission lately recommended by the President 
to the Papal States, a full mission, by Minister Plenipoten- 
tiary or Ainbassador, to Italy, with Secretaries of Legation 


| to reside at Rome, Turin, and Naples. 





On motion of Mr. ANDREW STEWART, 


Resolved, That the Committee on Invalid Pensions be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of granting a pension 
to Andrew Flanagan, an officer in the army during the late 
war with Great Britain. 


On motion of Mr. ALEXANDER EVANS, 


Resolved, That the Clerk cause the usual number of cor- 
rect copies of the Rules and Orders of this House as amended, 
together with the Constitution of the United States and the 
doint Rules and Orders of the two Houses, to he printed for 
the use of the House, and that he shall prepare correct in- 
dices thereto to be printed therewith. 


Mr. McLANE moved the following resolution, 
which was read and laid over under the rule: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War furnish this House 
with the report and map of First Lieut. Emory, of the Corps 
of Topographical Engineers, of the route of the army under 


| General Kearny from the Missouri to the Pacific. with such 


parts of the report of Lieut. Colonel Cook as are necessary to 
illustrate his deviation from the route ofGeneraj Kearny; aud 
also the report and map of Lieutenant Abert, of the Corps of 
Topographical Engincers, of his examination of the province 
of New Mexico; and also copies of any farther reports in 
relation to the operations of the army in Mexico which have 
been received at the same department after the date of the 
annual report of the Seeretary of War. 


On motion of Mr. McLANE, 


Resolved, That the accompanying copy of a memorial, 
addressed to the Postmaster General by certain merchants 


| and traders of the city of Baltimore, be referred to the Com- 
| mittee on the Post Office and Post ht 


oads, with instructions 
to inquire into the expediency of so amending the existing 
laws for the transportation of the mails as wil! allow the 
Postmaster General to contract for extra mail service as the 


| interest of the commercial community may require. 


| 
' 


| 
| 


On motion of Mr. LIGON, 


Resolved, That the papers relating respectively to the 
elaims of Samuel T. Anderson, Levi Collins, John Knight, 
and John Knott, now on file in this House, or with the Com- 
missioner of Pensions, be withdrawa therefrom, and refer- 
red to the Committee of Ciaims. 


Mr. GOGGIN moved the following resolution, 


Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested to communicate to this House any instructions 
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which may have been given to any of the officers of the 
army or navy of the United States, or other persons, in re- 
gard to the return of President General Antonio Lopez de 
Santa Anna, or any other Mexican, to the Republic of Mex- 
ico, prior or subsequent to the order of the President or Sec- 
retary of War, issued in January, 1846, for the march of the 
army from the Nueces river across the “ stupendous deserts’? 
which intervene to the Rio Grande; that the date of all such 
instructions, orders, and correspondence, be set forth, to- 
gether with the instructions and orders issued to Mr. Slidell 
at any time, prior or subsequent to his departure for Mexico 
as Minister Plenipotentiary of the United States to that Re- 
public. 


On motien of Mr. BEDINGER, 


Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of manufacturing an 
additional number of arms at the national armories of Har- 
per’s Ferry and Springfield. 


On motion of Mr. BOCOCK, 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of provi- 
ding by law that deputy postmasters, instead of the compen- 
sation now allowed them, shal! receive the rate of commis- 
sion specified in the act passed on the Ist day of March, 
1847, entitled “Anact toamend the act entitled ‘An act to re- 
duce the rates of postage,’ &c.; said commissions, however, 
to be computed on the quarterly receipts of their offices in- 
stead of on the annual receipts, asin said act provided. 

2. Resolved, That the said committee inquire into the ex- 

vedienecy of further providing that the Postmaster General 
be authorized, in his next settlement with the deputy post- 
masters, to carry back his compensation on the basis of the 
foregoing resolution, to the Ist day of March, 1847, and allow 
to said deputy postmasters any balance which may appear 
in tleir favor on such computation. 


Mr. BOCOCK submitted the following resolution, 
which was read and laid over under the rule: 


Resolved, That the Postmaster General be requested to 
communieate to this House what inconvenience, if any, 
would result from carrying back his setdement, as above in- 
dicated, to the Ist day of March, 1847; what amount would 
thereby be taken from the department; and any other facts 
in his knowledge tending to show the propriety or impropri- 
ety of such an enactment. 


On motion of Mr. BARRINGER, 


Resolved, ‘That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads inquire into the expediency of increasing the commis- 
rions and emoluments of the postmasters of the small class 
of offices in the United States. 


Mr. ISAAC E. HOLMES moved the following 
resolution, which was read and referred to the 
Committee of Ways and Means: «+ 


Resolved, That the moneys deposited with the several States 
and ‘Territories, as aloan from the treasury of the surplus 
revenue, be now called for by the Government of the United 
States betore resort be had to another loan. 


Mr. T. B. KING moved the following resolu- 


tion: 


Resolved, That it shall be the duty of the Speaker, as soon 
as practicable after the passage of this resolution, to cause 
the desks to be removed from this Hall, the seats to remain 
us they are until some better arrangementcan be made, which 
is confided to him; and that a large table be placed in front 
of the Clerk’s desk for the use of the members. 


Mr. JACOB THOMPSON moved the previous 


question. 
Mr. McLANE moved to lay the resolution on 
the table; which was agreed to. 


On motion of Mr. GARNETT DUNCAN, 


Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be in- 
strueted to inquire into the expediency and propriety of ex- 
tending the benefit of the provisions of the 9th section of the 
act of the 11th of February, 1247, entitled “An act to raise, 
for a limited time, an additional military force,” &c., to such 
officers as may have been commissioned upon promotion 
from the ranks whilst in Mexico, during theirterm of service ; 
and also, whether substitutes who may have taken the places 
of their principals, and served out their terms, should not 
also have the benefit of said section extended to them; and 
that said committee report by bill or otherwise. 


On motion of Mr. CROZIER, 


Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be, and 
it is hereby, instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
paying volunteers for horses that may have been lost by them 
during the Mexican war, on account of their being thrown 
overboard during storms for the safety of vessels, and for 
such as may have died for want of reasonable and proper 
vessels and means of transportation, and for such other cases 
as they may think proper and right, not provided for by ex- 
isting laws; and that said committee have leave to report 
hy bill or otherwise. 


Mr. COCKE moved the following resolution; 
which was read, considered, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War report to this House 
the number of regulars enlisted and volunteers received 
into the service of the United States since the commence- 
ment of hostilities between the United States and Mexico; 
what number of the same have been killed in battic, or died 
from wounds received in battle; what number have died 
from disease, and what number have been discharged as 
unfit for service in consequence of disability produced by 
disease. That he also report-the strength of each regiment 
when mustered into service, and their strength according 
to the latest returns; and the State where raised, and the 
amount of the regular army at the time of the commence- 
ment of the war. 


Mr. STANTON moved the following resolu- 
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/ tion; which was read and laid over, under the | non-commissioned officers, musicians, or privates, notwith- 





| revolutionary soldiers, approve: 


1843, and June 17, 1844, the last of which will expire on the | 
| 4th of March, 1848. 








rule: 


Resolved, That the President be requested to communi- | 
cate to this House any oroaraeanee which may have | 
sritish Government relative 
| to the adoption of principles of reciprocity in the trade and 
| shipping of the two countries; provided such communica- | 
| tion shall not, in his judgment, conflict with the public 
| interest. 


recently taken place with the 


Mr. GENTRY moved the following resolution; 
which was read and laid over, under the rule: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be 
requested to communicate to this House the instructions 
given to John Slidell as Minister Plenipotentiary and Am- 
bassador Extraordinary to the Government of Mexico. 


On motion of Mr. GEO. W. JONES, 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions | 


be instructed to report a bill reviving and extending the pro- 
visions of certain acts Si. to the widows of 
July 7, 1838, March 3, 


On motion of Mr. CUMMINS, 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency and pro- 
priety of repealing eo much of the thirteenth section of the 
act of the 3d day of March, 1847, entitled “ An act to estab- 
lish certain post routes and for other purposes,” as prohib- 
its editors and publishers of newspapers from sending their 
papers to subscribers by the mail, free of charge or postage, 


| to the distance of thirty miles from the place of publication ; 


and that said committee report to this House upon the sub- 
ject at its earliest convenience. 


On motion of Mr. VINTON, 


Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 
to inquire if any further laws are necessary for the protection 
of persons and passengers on board of vessels and boats 


| navigated by steam in the waters of the United States. 


On motion of Mr. DICKINSON, 


Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of appropriating a sum 
of money out of the treasury, not otherwise appropriated, 
sufficient to pay for all advances made for the subsistence 
and transportation of volunteers, before they were mustered 
into the service of the United States, since the 3d day of 


March, 1847, and of the best mode to settle, adjust, and pay 
them off. 


Mr. SCHENCK moved the following resolution, 
which was read and laid over under the rule: 


Resolved, That the President of the United States he re- 
quested to communicate to this House, at as early a day as 
practicable, copies of all orders and communications sent 
by him, or from any department of this Government, to any 
officer of the United States, or other person claiming to act 
under the authority of the United States, within or for the 
Territory of New Mexico, together with all replies, reports, 
or communications from any officer or officers, civil or mil- 
itary, or claiming to be such under the authority of the Uni- 
ted States, to the President, or to any department of this 
Government, such orders, communications, replies, and 
reports, having relation to the establishment and mainte- 
nance of civil or territorial jurisdiction at Santa Fé, or in 
the Territory of New Mexico, on either side of the Rio 
Grande, since the 22d day of September, 1846; and also, 
that the President be requested to inform this House whether 
any appointment of officers has been made, or any elections 
held for a delegate to Congress, members of a General As- 
sembly or Territorial Legislature, or other local officers, un- 
der the organic law or constitution and the code of laws 
which were ordained and established by Brigadier General 
S. W. Kearny for the Territory, of New Mexico, at Santa 
Fé, on the said 22d day of September, 1846; and also, 
whether any trials have taken place, and any or other pun- 
ishment been inflicted upon persons at Taos or elsewhere, 
in said ‘Territory of New Mexico, on the charge or for the 
crime of treason, or for any other civil crime or misdemea- 
nor; whether such trials and executions were had or inflict- 
ed under civil or military law ; and how the court or courts 
were constituted which entertained jurisdiction or rendered 
judgment in any such case ; and also, that the President in- 
form this House whether the appointment of a Governor, 
Secretary of the Territory, Marshal, United States District 
Attorney, Treasurer, and Judges of the Supreme Court, in 
New Mexico, made by General Kearny, on the 22d day of 
September, 1846, and claimed by him in the order of said 
appointments as “ being duly authorized by the President of 
the United States of America,’? was in fact authorized by 
him, or has been since approved, sanctioned, or recognized ; 
and whether he has authorized, recognized, sanctioned, or 
approved any subsequent appointment to civil office in said 
Territory of New Mexico; and also, that the President in- 
form this House whether compensation or salaries for official 
services have been paid or allowed to such officers in the 
Territory of New Mexico; and, if so, out of what fund or 
appropriation of money, and by what authority of law. 


On motion of Mr. HARMANSON, 


Resolved, That the Committee on Cogamerce be, and is 
hereby, instructed to inquire into the expediency of extend- 


ing the port of New Orleans to the upper limits of the city 
of Lafayette. 


On motion of Mr. LA SERE, 


Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instruct- 
ed to inquire into and report upon augmenting the number 
of inspectors of the customs for the port of New Orleans. 


On motion of Mr. WICK, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the ex 
legislation to secure bounty lands to volunteers mustered 
into the service during the present war with Mexico, as 


iency and necessity of 


i 


|| standing their subsequent promotion to company or regi- 


|| ment officers. 


Mr. PETTIT moved the following resolution: 


|| Resolved, That, if in the judgment of Congress, ithe neces. 
|| sary to improve the navigation of a river to expedite and 
|| render secure the movements of our army, and save from 
|| delay and loss our arms and munitions of war, then Con- 
|| gress has the power to improve such river. 

|| Resolved, That if it be necessary for the preservation of 
|| the lives of our seamen, repairs, safety, or maintenance of 
|| our vessels of war, to improve a harbor or inlet, eitfer on 
|| our Atlantic or Lake coast, Congress has the power to muke 
|| such improvement. 

|| Mr. PETTIT moved the previous question. 
Mr. SIMS moved to lay the resolutions on the 
table; on which motion the yeas and nays were 
ordered. 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL called for a division of 
|| the question, so as to take separate votes on lay- 
|| ing each resolution on the table. ° 

'| Mr. PETTIT said, as both resolutions were 
|| alike, it was not in order to separate them. 

The SPEAKER decided that the resolutions 
were distinct and separate propositions, and that, 
| under the express rule of the House, any member 

might call for a division of them. He thought it 
|| was not too late for such a call, and that, the reso- 
\ lutions being divided, the motion to lay on the 
|| table would apply to them separately. 
| Mr. COLLAMER inquired if he understood the 

Speaker to aay that the motion to lay on the table 
| was divisible: 
|| The SPEAKER replied to the gentleman from 
Vermont: That the question of order is not whether 
the motion to lay on the table is divisible, but 
whether the original proposition of the gentleman 
from Indiana is divisible. If the original resolu- 
tions are susceptible of division, as the Chair can- 
not doubt, and if a division of them is demanded 
under the express rule of the House, then the mo- 
tion to lay on the table, and all other motions in 
regard to them, would seem to apply separately to 
the resolutions as thus divided. 

Mr. SIMS appealed from the decision of the 
Chair. 

The vote having been taken in the affirmative on 
the appeal— 

Mr. BOYD rose and said, this was a question of 
some importance; he therefore called for tellers. 

Tellers were ordered, and Messrs. Boyp and 
Po.iock were appointed. 

Mr. HUDSON rose and said the question was 
not understood where he sat. 

The SPEAKER again explained that the gentle- 
man from Indiana [Mr. Pertit]) offered two reso- 
lutions, which were divisible, if division were 
| called for. The gentleman from South Carolina 
|| [Mr. Sims] shane to lay the resolutions on the 
| table. The gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. C. 
J. Incerso.t] called for a division of the question, 
' and the Chair, under what he conceived to be a fair 
|| construction of the rule, thought the question was 
' still mapeaptible of a division, so that the vote would 





A 





first be taken on laying the first resolution on the 
table, and afterwards on the second, The question, 
‘| therefore, was, Shall the decision of the Chair stand 
|| as the judgment of the House? 

The question was put, and decided by tellers: 
Ayes 63, noes 87. o the decision of the Chair 
was not sustained. e : 

The SPEAKER stated that the proposition of 
the gentleman from Fenoeyiwene [ r.C. J. In- 
apsscnn) to have the question divided was not in 
ord@ under the decision of the House, and that the 
question now was on laying both these resolutions 
on the table; on which the yeas and nays had been 

|| ordered. y ; 

| The question on laying the resolutions on the 
table was then put, and decided by yeas and nays, 
|| as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayly, Beale, Bedinger, Black, Boeock, 
Bowdon, Boyd, Brodhead, William G. Brown, Charles 
Brown, Burt, Chase, Clapp, Franklin Clark, Howell Cobb, 
Williamson R. W. Cobb, Collins, Eckert, Featherston, 
Ficklin, Flournoy, Goggin, Green, Hammons, Hurmanson, 
Hill, George S. Houston, Inge, Charles J. Ingersoll, Jack- 
son, James H. Johnson, Robert W. Johnson, George W. 
Jones, Katfman, Kennon, La Sére Lagoe Lord, Lumpkin, 
Maclay, McClernand, MeDowell Me » McLane, Maan, 
Meade, Miller, Morse, Murphy, Nicoll, Peaslee, Pillsbury, 


Rhett, Robinson, Simpson, Sims, 8 Thomas, Jacob 
| Thom mn, Thurston, Turner, Venable, illiams, Wiley, 
and Woodward—70. 


NAYS—Messrs. Abbott, John Quincy Adams, Green 
Adams, Ashmun, Barringer, Barrow, Belcher, Bingham, 
Birdsall, Blanchard, Botts, Brady, Butler, Canby, Catheat, 
Chapman, Beverly L. Clark, Clingman, Collamer, Conger, 

| Cranston, Crowell, Crozier, Dickey, Dickinson, Ed 
Donnell, Duer, Daniel Duncan, Garnett Duncan, Dunn, 
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a F i 
wards, Embree, Alexander Evans, Nathan Evans, Farrelly, 


' Freedley, Fries, French, Fulton, Gayle, Gentry, Gid- 
Fisher Sinem , Grinnell, Hale, Willard P. Hall, Nathan 
kK. Hall, James G. Hampton, Moses Hampton, Henley, 
Hilliard, Elias B. Holmes, John W. Houston, Hubbard, Hud- 
son, Hunt, Joseph R. Ingersoll, Irvin, Jamieson, Jenkins, 
Andrew Johnson, John W. Jones, Kellogg, Thomas B. King, 
Daniel P. King, William T. Lawrence, Sidney Lawrence, 
Lincoln, McClelland, McIlvaine, Marsh, Marvin, Morehead, 
Morris, Mullin, Nelson, Nes, Newall, Outlaw, Palfrey, Peck, 
Petrie, Pettit, Phelps, Pollock, Preston, Putnam, Reynolds, 
Richey, Rockhill, John A. Rockwell, Julius Reckwell, Ro- 
man, Root, Rumsey, St. John, Sawyer, Schenck, Shepperd, 
Slingerland, Robert Smith, Truman Smith, Stanton, Stark- 
weather, Stephens, Andrew Stewart, Charlies E. Stuart, 
Strohm, Sylvester, Taylor, Tompkins, James Thompson, 
‘Richard W. Thompson, John B. "Thompson, William 
Thompson, Toombs, Tuck, Van Dyke, Vinton, Warren, 
Wentworth, White, and Wilmot—124. 


A motion to adjourn was here made and dis- 

reed to. 

The question was then put, ‘Is there a second 
to the previous question?”’ and the House refu- 
sing to second the previous question— 

Mr. HOWELL COBB stated his intention to 
debate the resolutions, and they were laid over un- 
der the rule. 


On motion of Mr. R. W. THOMPSON, 


# Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Claims 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of paying to the 
heirs and devisees of Col. Francis Vigo, late of Indiana, de- 
ceased, the sum of money, with interest, advanced by him 
to General Roger Clark, while engaged in the prosecution of 
the [linois campaign; and that the papers on the files of this 
House in relation thereto be referred to said committee. 


On motion of Mr. DUNN, 


Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of increasing the 
monthiy and clothing pay of all non-commissioned officers 
and privates in the army of the United States, whether be- 
Jonging to the regular or volunteer service, and of making 
such additional allowance as may be just and reasonable to 
all such officers and soldiers as aforesaid as have served out 
the full time of their enlistment, or may have been honor- 
ably discharged from the service during the present war with 
Mexico; and that they report by bill or otherwise. 


Mr. JACOB THOMPSON offered the following 


resolution, which was read and laid over under 
the rule: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of State be requested to com- 
municate to this House all the information in his depart- 
ment touching and relating to the suppression of the slave 
trade, since the ratification of the treaty of Washington in 
the year 1842. 

Mr. RICHARDSON offered the following res- 


olutions: 


Resolved, That the existing war with Mexico was just and 
necessary On Our part, and has been prosecuted with the 
sole purpose of vindicating our national rights and honor, 
and of securing an honorable peace. 

Resolved, That #he rejection of our repeated overtures of 
peace leaves this Government no alternative but the most 
vigorous prosecution of the war, in such manner, consistent 
with the law of nations, as will make the enemy feel all its 
calamities and burdens, and until Mexico shall agree to a 
just and honorable peace, providing satisfactory indemnity 


in money or territory for past injuries, including the expenses 
of the war. 


Resolved, That. the amount of indemnity must necessarily 


depend upon the obstinacy of the enemy and the duration of 
the war. 


_Mr. RICHARDSON moved the previous ques- 
tion. 

Mr. BOTTS moved that the resolutions lie on 
the table. 

A motion was here made that the House do now 
adjourn, and decided in the negative, by yeas and 
nays: Yeas 58, nays 132. 

Mr. SCHENCK moved a call of the House, on 
which motion the yeas and nays were ordered. 

A motion was here again made that the House 
adjourn, and decided by yeas and nays in the 
negative: Yeas 96, nays 98. So the House again 
refused to adjourn. 

The yeas and nays were then called on ordering 
a call of the House; and there were—yeas 107, 
nays 84. So the House decided there should be 


a call. 


And then the House adjourned. 





IN SENATE. 
Tvespay, December 21, 1847. 


Mr. DIX, presented the memorial of David 
Whelpeley, praying compensation for his services 
in the expedition under ral Pike to the sour- 
ces of the Mississippi in 1805 and 1806; which was 
referred to the Committee of Claims. 

Mr. D. also nted the memorial of Amos 
Holton, formerly a quartermaster in the army, 
praying that the accounting officers may be direct- 
ed to audit and settle hi accounts; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee of Claims. 


THE 
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Charles L,. Dell, praying compensation for military 
services performed by him in the Seminole war; 


which was referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. 


Mr. W. also presented the memorial of Francis 


Seminole war; which was referred to the Commit- 


| tee on Naval Affairs. 


Mr. WESTCOTT presented the memorial of | 


| that he communicate his opinion if the interests of the Gov- 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 59 





———-— ee - 


whose charge the same is, and on what terms; and also, 


| ernment require that said site should be reserved from sale, 
| for military purposes. 


Mr. BREESE preseftted two memorials of citi- || 


zens of the State of Illinois, praying that the right || after arise in the State of lowa. 


of praeneten may be allowed to the Illinois Cen- 
tral Railroad Company to the lands over which 
it is proposed to construct their road; which were 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, presented the || 


memorial of Lavinia Taylor, widow of a deceased 
soldier, praying a pension, which was referred to 


| the Committee on Pensions. 


Mr. FELCH presented the petition of Charles 
Bradbury, praying indemnity for French spolia- 
tions, prior to 1800; which was referred to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. DAYTON presented the memorial of Ann 
J. Hassler, widow of Charles A. Hassler, de- 
ceased, late a surgeon in the navy, praying to be 
allowed a pension; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on ostoun: 

Mr. MASON presented the petition of Thomas 
N. Welch, administrator of Churchill Gibbs, de- 
ceased, an officer in the revolutionary army, 
praying to be allowed commutation pay; which 
was referred to the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims. 


On motion by Mr. DIX, it was 

Ordered, That the petition of Aaron Leggett, on the files 
of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on Foreign 
Relations. 

On motion by Mr. WESTCOTT, it was 

Ordered, That the petition of Alexander Watson, on the 
files of the Senate, be referred to the Committee of Claims. 


On motion by Mr. WESTCOTT, it was 

Ordered, That the resolutions of the Legislature of Flor- 
ida, on the files of the Senate, relating to indemnification 
for losses by Indian depredations in the Seminole war, be 
referred to the Committee of Claims. 


On motion by Mr. JOHNSON, of Md., it was 


the Senate, be referred to the Committee of Claims. 


On motion by Mr. JOHNSON, of Md., it was 
Ordered, That the petition of John McColgan, on the files 
of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on Commerce. 


On motion by Mr, CORWIN, it was 


Ordered, That the memorial of the heirs of William A. | 


Slacum, on the files of the Senate, be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Relations. 

On motion by Mr. BUTLER, it was 

Ordered, That the petition of Milledge Galphin, on the 
files of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary. 


On motion by Mr. FAIRFIELD, it was 
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Mr. ASHLEY submitted the following resolu- 
tion, which was considered by unanimous consent, 


. || and agreed to: 
Martin; an officer of the Revenue service, pray- || 86 
ing compensation for services rendered by him in | 


: : ‘ : | structed to inquire into the expediency of extending the 
the capacity of a lieutenant in the navy in the || 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be in- 


provisions of the act entitled “ An act to regulate the exer- 
cise of the appellate jurisdiction of the Supreme Court of 
the United States in certain cases, and for other purposes,’’ 
approved February 22, 1847, to all cases which have arisen 
before the Territorial courts of lowa, or which may here- 


Agreeably to notice, Mr. MANGUM asked and 
obtained leave to bring in a bill to direct the Sec- 
retary of the Navy to purchase the patent-right of 
the conical ventilater; which was read the first 
and second times, by unanimous consent, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Naval Affairs, 

Agreeably to notice, Mr. DIX asked and ob- 
tained leave to bring in a billl to repeal the act of 
2d March, 1837, entitled ‘An act concerning pi- 
lots ;’? which was read the first and second times, 
by unanimous consent, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce. 

Agreeably to notice, Mr. DIX asked and ob- 


tained leave to bring in a bill concerning testimo- 


|| ny; which was read the first and second times, by 


unanimous consent, and referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 


Agreeably to notice, Mr. ASHLEY asked and 


| obtained leave to bring in a bill to divide the dis- 


trict of Arkansas into two judicial districts; which 
was read the first and second times, by unanimous 
consent, and referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

Agreeably to notice, Mr. FOOTE asked and 
obtained leave to bring ina bill for the relief of 
Susan E. Gordon; which was read the first and 
second times, by unanimous consent, and referred 
to the Committee of Claims. 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 

Mr. BALDWIN, from the Committee of 
Claims, reported a bil! authorizing the payment 
of a sum of money to Robert Purkis; which was 
read, and passed to a second reading. 

Ordered, That the report be printed. 

This bill having had a second reading, the Sen- 
ate proceeded to its consideration as in committee 
of the whole, when, on motion by Mr. GREENE, 


it was 
Ordered, That it lie upon the table. 


Mr. CASS, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of Mary Mac- 
Rea, widow of Lieut. Col. William MacRea, late 
of the United States Army, deceased; which was 
read and passed te the second reading. 


Mr. WESTCOTT, from the Committee of 


Claims, reported a bill for the relief of the admin- 
istratix of Elisha L. Keen; which was read and 


Ordered, That ihe petition of William T. Sayward, and || passed to a second reading. 


others, owners of the brig Canton, on the files of the Senate, 
be referred to the Committee on Commerce. 


On motion by Mr. JOHNSON, of Md., it was 

Ordered, That James Foster, and the heirs of John H. 
Stone, deceased, have leave to withdraw their petitions and 
papers. 
On motion by Mr. MASON, it was .- 

Ordered, That the heirs of John and Henry Banks have 
leave to withdraw their memorial and papers. 


Mr. BRADBURY, Mr. BREESE, and Mr. 
BRIGHT, gave notice that on to-morrow, or at 
some early fa: , they would ask leave to introduce 
certain bills which they named. 


On motion by Mr. MANGUM, it was, 
Ordered, That the Vice President be authorized and re- 


quested to appoint a superintendent of the Senate’s ante- 
chamber, 


Mr. DAYTON submitted the following resolu- 


tion, which was considered by unanimous consent, 
and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be in- 
structed to inquire whether any legislation be necessary to 
earry into effect the treaty between this country and France, 
of the 9th November, 1843, for the surrender of criminals 
who are fugitives from justice, and the 10th article of the 
treaty with Great Britain, of August 9, 1842, upon the same 
subject; and that said committee report a bill to carry the 
provisions of said treaties into effect, if the same shail ap- 
pear to be necessary. 

Mr. BREESE submitted the following resola- 
tion for consideration: 

Resol That the Secretary of War be directed to in- 
form the Senate if Fort Armstrong, on Roek Island, in the 
State of Illinois, is now occupied by a military regiment; 
and, if not, how long the same has been abandoned, in 


Ordered, That the report accompanying the bill 
be printed. ; 

Mr. FAIRFIELD, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, to whom was referred the bill for the relief 
of Joseph Wilson, reported it without amendment. 

Ordered, That the report accompanying the bill 
be printed. 

Mr. FAIRFIELD, fromthe Committee on Naval 
Affairs, reported the bill for the relief of Walier R. 
Johnson; which was read and passed to a second 
reading. 

Ordered, That the report accompanying the bill 
be printed. 

On motion by Mr. MASON, it was 

Ordered, That the Committee of Claims be dis- 
charged from the further consideration of the peti- 
tion of Caleb Green; and that it be referred to the 
Commitwe on the Judiciary. 


On motion, the Senate adjourned. 








HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Turspay, December 21, 1847. 
The Journal of yesterday was read. 
_. Mr. HOUSTON, of Alabama, rose and inqnired 
if his name was recorded on the Journal as he 
found it in the Union on a vote which was taken 
yesterday. After the resolutions on the subject of 
the Mexican war were introduced yesterday by the 


gentleman from Illinois [Mr. Ricuarpson] there 
were two motions made to adjourn. He was re- 
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corded in the Union as having voted on one of 
those motions in the affirmative. He had voted on 
each in the negative. 

The SPEAKER stated that the gentleman was 
recorded on the Journal as having voted in the 
negative on both motions. 

The Journal was then approved. 

The SPEAKER announced the first order to be 
the calling of tie States for petitions. 

Mr. PETTIT rose toa question of order, and 
wished to know if the business first in order this 
morning was not that pending at the adjournment 
last evening, viz: the call of the States for resolu- 
tions. 

The SPEAKER stated that the — rule of the 
House prescribed that during the first thirty days 
of the session the call of the States for petiuions 
was first in order, 

Mr. PETTITT. We adjourned yesterday upon 
a call of the House; and will not the business in 
which we were then engaged be the first in order 
this morning ? ° 

The SPEAKER replied that it had been uni- 
formly decided that an adjournment suspends all 
preceedings ina eall of the House. And the Chair 
would state, as he had stated yesterday, that the 
first business under the rule was the call upon all 
the States for pettions, then the call of all the 
committees for reports, and then the call of all the 
States for resolutions. 

The CHAIR then commenced the call of the 
States for petitions, commencing with the Territo- 
ry of Wisconsin, and going backwards, 

Petitions were presented — 

From Florida: By Mr. CABELL. 

From Missouri: By Messrs. JAMIESON and 
HALL. 

From Texas: By Mr. KAUFMAN. 

From Tennessee: By Mr. J. H. THOMAS. 

From Ohio: By Messrs. SAWYER, FARAN, 
and GIDDINGS. 

Mr. GIDDINGS presented the memorial of 


certain citizens of the District of Columbia, repre- | 


senting— 


« That the slave trade is now carried on in the District of 


Columbia to a large extent. Your petitioners, therefore, | 


respectfully ask that all laws authorizing or sanctioning such 
trade within said District may be repealed. 
* William Flaherty, Columbus McLeod, 
“ William Blanchard, Wm. Greer, 
“ George Savage, Jon T. Whitaker, 
“J.C. Greer, James Handley, 
“#. Milburn, Martin Buell, 
“C. 8. Fowler, J. F. Callan, 
“<r. M. Milburn, H. 'laylor, 
** Charles C. Moore, Thomas P Vial, 
* Joseph Scholfield, Thomas Fitnam.” 


Mr. G. moved to refer this memorial to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary, with instructions to inquire 
into the constitutionality of all laws by which slaves 
are held as property in the District of Columbia. 


Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL said he rose to a point | 
He said his point of order was, that it | 


of order. 
was a mere abstract proposition which was pro- 
posed to be referred to the Judiciary Committee, 


and that no action could result from the reference | 


of the petition, 


Mr. CLINGMAN inquired if a motion to lay | 


the petition on the table had been made. 
After some conversation, the question was put 


on laying the petition on the table, and the vote | 


stood: Yeas 97, nays 97, as follows: 
Y&AS—Messrs. Barringer, Barrow, Bayly, Beale, Bed- 


inger, Birdsall, Black, Bocock, Botts, Bowdon, Boyd, | 


Boydon, Brodhead, William G. Brown, Charles Brown, 


Buckner, Burt, Cabell, Chapthan, Chase, Clapp, Franklin | 


Clark, Beverly L. Clark, Howell Cobb, Williamson R. W. 


Cobb, Cocke, Collins, Crozier, Daniel, Dickinson, Donnell, 4 


Alexander Evans, Featherston, Ficklin, Flournoy, French, 
Fulton, Gayle, Gentry, Goggin, Green, Willard P. Hall, 
Hiammons, Harmanson, Harris, Hill, I. E. Holmes, George 
S. Houston, Inge, Jamieson, Andrew Johnson, James H. 
Johnson, Robert W. Johnson, George W. Jones, John W. 
Jones, Kaufman, Keanon, T B. King, La sére, [Ligon,] 
Lumpkin, MeClernand, McDowell, McKay, McLane, 
Meade, \iiller, Morse, Murphy, Nes, Outlaw, Pettit. Peyton, 
Phelps, Pillsbury, Preston, Rhett, Richardson, Richey, Rob- 
inson, Roman, Sawyer, Shepperd, Simpson, Sims, Robert 


Sinith, Stanton, Stephens, Thibodeaux, ‘Thomas, Tompkins, | 
Jacob Thompson, ‘Toombs, Venable, Wick, Williams,Wiley, | 


and Woodward—97. 
NAYS—Messrs. Abbott, John Quincy Adams, Green Ad- 
ams, Beicher, Blanchard, Brady, Butler, Canby, Clingman, 


Collamer, Conger, Cranston, Crowell, Cummins, Dic key, | 


Dixon, Duer, Daniei Duncan, Duan, Eckert, Edwards, Em- 
bree, Nathan Evans,Faran, Farrelly, Fisher, Freediey, Fries, 
Giddings, Gott, Gregory, Grinnell, Hale, Nathan K. Hall, 
James G. Hampton, Moses Hampton, Henley, Elias B. 
Holmes, John W. Houston, Hubbard, Hudson, Hunt, Charles 
J. ingersoll, Joseph R. Ingersoll, lrvin, Jenkins, Kellogg, 


Daniel P. King, William T. Lawrence, Sidney Lawrence, | 


Lincoln, Lord, McClelland, Mclivaine, Mann, Marsh, Mar- 


ee 
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vin, Mortis, Mullin, Nelson, Newell, Nicoll, Palfrey, Peas- 
lee, Peck, Pollock, Putnam, Reynolds, Rockhill, Julius 
Rockwell, John A. Rockwell, Root, Rumsey, St. John, 
Schenck, Sherrill, Slingerland, Smart, Craman Smith, Stark- 
weather, Andrew Stewart, Charles E. Stuart, Strohm, 
Strong, Sylvester, ‘Tallmadge, ‘Taylor, James Thompson, 
Richard W. ‘Thompson, William Thompson, ‘Thurston, 

| ‘buck, Turner, Van Dyke, Warren, Wentworth, and White 
—vi. 

The SPEAKER said the Chair had uniformly 
voted on the floor to give a respectful consideration 
to all petitions when presented in proper terms; 
he, therefore, now voted in the negative.” « 

The motion to lay on the table was therefore 
rejected. 

Mr. JOHN G., CHAPMAN said, as the memo- 
rial had reference to the District of Columbia, he 
therefore moved its reference to the Committee on 
the District of Columbia. 

Mr. HOWELL COBB stating his desire to de- 


bate the memorial, it was laid over under the rule. | 


The call of the States for petitions was then con- 
tinued, and petitions were further presented— 
From Ohio: By Mr. R. DICKINSON, 
From Louisiana: By Mr. HARMANSON. 
From Alabama: By Mr. GAYLE. 
Mr. BOT'TS asked the consent of the House to 
offer a resolution; but— 
| Mr. PHELPS objecting, the resolution was not 
received, 
‘The call of the States for petitions was then con- 
tinued, and they were presented— 
From Georgia: By Mr. T. B. KING. 
From Virginia: By Mr. FLOURNOY. 
From Maryland: b Mr. ROMAN. 
From New York: 


| LOGG, S. LAWRENCE, TALLMADGE, N. 
| 
| 


K. HALL, and E. B. HOLMES. 

From Connecticut: By Mr. JOHN A. ROCK- 
| WELL. 
| From Massachusetts: By Messrs. PALFREY 
| and JOHN Q. ADAMS. 
| From New Hampshire: By Messrs. J. H. 
| JOHNSON and TUCK. 
| From Maine: By Mr. BELCHER. 

BILLS INTRODUCED. 

Mr. THIBODEAUX, notice having been given, 
obtained leave and introduced a bill relating to the 
collection district of New Orleans. Read a first 
and second time, and referred. 

Mr. ROBERT SMITH, notice having ‘been 
given, obtained leave and introduced a bill to pro- 
vide for the completion of the Cumberland road in 
the States of Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, and Missouri. 


Read a first and second time, and referred to the 
Committee on Roads and Canals. 


NOTICES OF BILLS. 
Notices of motions for leave to introduce bills 
were given as follows: 

sy Mr. R. W. JOHNSON: Of a bill to settle 
the boundaries of the land districts which border 
upon the boundary line between Arkansas and 
Missouri. 

By Mr. WENTWORTH: Of a bill to grant the 
|| right of way and of preémption to all railroads 
which may be constructed over the public lands. 

Also, of a bill for an additional district of the 
United States courts in the State of Illinois. 

Also, a bill to establish a marine hospital at 
Chicago. 

Also, a bill for the improvement of certain har- 
bors and rivers. 

By Mr. FICKLIN: Of a bill granting lands to 
aid in the construction of the Central Railroad, the 
Terre Haute and St. Louis Railroad, and the 
Northern Cross Railroad, in the State of Illinois. 

Also, of a bill relative to the Cumberland Road, 
in Illinois. 





an act entitled **An act to appropriate the proceeds 
of the sales of the public lands, and to grant pre- 
emption rights.” 


videre, in the State of Illinois, to Shullsburg, in 
|| Wisconsin Territory. 

Also, of a bill for a mail route from Elizabeth, 
in the State of Illinois, to Freeport and Rock Run, 
in the same State. 

Also, of a bill for a mail route from Freeport, in 
the State of Illinois, to Monroe and Madison, in 
the Territory of Wisconsin. 

By Mr. McCLERNAND: Of a bill to establish 


a national armory at Fort Massac, in the State of 
i} Iinois. 


3y Messrs. LORD, KEL- | 


By Mr. ROBERT SMITH: Of a bill to amend || 


Also, of a bill to establish a mail route from Bel- | 


Dec. 21, 


By Mr. FARAN: Of a bill to amend the act 
entitled ** An act extending the jurisdiction of the 
district courts to certain places upon the lakes and 
navigable waters connecting the same,” approved 
the 26th February, 1845. 


By Mr. LA SERE: Of a bill for the relief of 
William De Buys, late postmaster at New Or. 
leans. 

sy Mr. BOWDON :,0f an actito increaset the 
sale and promote the settlement of the public lands 
in the State of Alabama. 

By Mr. W. RW. COBB: Of a bill to reduce 
and graduate the price of the public lands to sec# 
tlers and cultivators. 

Also, of a bill to authorize soldiers to locate 
their land warrants in forty-acre tracts. 

By Mr. MURPHY: Of a bill to establish the 
city of Brooklyn as a port of entry.§ 

By Mr. HAMMONS: Of a bill to extend the 
provisions of the act of June 7, 1832, entitled “An 
act supplementary to the act for the relief of cer- 
tain surviving officers and soldiers of the Revolu- 
tion,’’ to every officer and soldier who served as 
specified in said act for the period of three months, 


Mr. ADAMS asked the consent of the House 
to introduce the following resolution; which was 
read, considered, and agreed to by the House: 

WB Resolved, That the Secretary of State report to this House 

the state of the claims of Aaron Legget on the Government 
|| of Mexico, decided under the convention of the Lith April, 

1839, end such action as may have been had, and the papers 

relating thereto in the Department of State, since the report 
|| upon them of the Committee of Foreign Affairs in August, 
| 1842, referring them for further consideration to the Execu- 
tive branch of the Government, 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. VINTON, from the Committee of Ways 
andgMeans, reported a bill making an appropria- 
tion to supply in part a deficiency in the appro- 
priations for subsistence in kind of the army and 
volunteers during the year ending the 30th of June, 
‘| 1848. Read a first and second time, and commit- 
|| ted to the Committee of the Whole on the state of 

the Union. 

In making this report Mr. VINTON said he 
would state that it was important that the bill be 
acted on immediately. He proposed after the bill 
was referred, to move that the House resolve itself 
into a Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union for the purpose of considering this bill. He 
| held in his hand a communication from the War 
Department, which he would send to the Clerk’s 
table, and asked that it might be referred with the 
bill. 
|| The SPEAKER stated, that under the strict ap- 
| plication of the rule it was not in order to act upon 
| any bill which involves appropriations the same 
| day in which it was introduced. It could only be 
_ done by general consent. 
| [A voice: ‘“ Suspend the rules.’’] ‘ 
he SPEAKER stated further that no motion 
could be made to suspend the rules, except on 
|| Monday, unless it were during the last ten days of 
| the session. ; 
| Mr. COLLAMER. Is there not an exception 
| in the rule in favor of the appropriation bills? 
| The SPEAKER. There isan exception in favor 
| of appropriation bills which enables the Commit- 
|| tee of the Whole on the state of the Union to take 
| up appropriation bills out of the order of their ref- 
|| erence to the committee; which order is required 
'| by the rule to be observed with reference to other 
| bills. But there is no rule which admits of a sus- 
| pension for a purpose like this. id) 

} Mr. VINTON asked that the communication 
'| from the War Department be read; and after the 
House had heard it he would ask the general con- 
| sent to go into committee to consider the bill. 
Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL. If the gentleman 
| will allow the other committees to report, which 
| will take half an hour, probably there will be no 
|| objection. : 
| ‘The question was then taken and the communi- 
cation was referred. 








Mr. JOHN A. ROCKWELL, from the Com- 
mittee of Claims, to which was referred the Senate 
|| bill for the relief of John Paul Jones, reported the 
|| bill back to the House with an amendment, accom- 
| panied by a report. 
| The bill and report were referred to the Com- 
| mittee of the Whole House, and the report ordered 
| to be printed. ; 
| Mr. J.R. INGERSOLL, from the Committee 
|| on the Judiciary, to which was referred the memo- 
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rial ofthe Kennet Monthly Meeting of the Society 
of Friends of Chester county, Pennsylvania, pray- 
ing for the abolition of slavery in the District of 
Columbia, reported that the committee asked to be 
discharged from the further consideration of the 
memorial, and that it lie on the table. 

Also, from the same committee, to which had 
been referred a bill supplementary to an actentitled 
“An act to regulate the exercise of the = 
jurisdiction of the Supreme Court of the United 
‘States in certain cases and for other purposes,’ re- 
ported the same with an amendment. 

Mr. I. said the bili would involve no discussion, 
and asked that the House would act on it imme- 
diately. 

On some remark from the Speaker, not heard 
by the reporter, Mr. I. did not press his desire 
for ieoandiate action. 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL, from the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs, reported a bill directing the 
mode of settling the claims of Charles G. Ridgely. 
Read a first and second time, and committed, and 
ordered to be printed. 


Mr. VINTON rose and said that, instead of || 


moving to go into Committee cf the Whole on the 
state of the Union to-day on the bill which he had 
afew minutes ago reported, he would move that 
the letter from the Secretary of War, with the ac- 
companying letter of the Commissary General of | 
Subsistence, be printed, (they would probably be | 
printed and laid on their tables to-morrow morn- 
ing,) with a view to move to go into Committee of 
the Whole to-morrow. 

The question being taken, the printing was or- 
dered. 

Mr. T. B. KING asked leave to offer a resolu- 
on. \ 

Mr. GEORGE S. HOUSTON called for the 
orders of the day. 


THE MEXICAN WAR. 


The SPEAKER then announced that at the ad- | 
journment of the House yesterday the pending 
question was the motion of Mr. Borts to lay the 
resolution moved by Mr. Richarpson on the 
table. 

Mr. BOTTS withdrew the motion to lay the 
resolution on the table, in order, he said, that the 
House might take a direct vote on the resolution. 

Mr. STEPHENS inquired of the Chair if it | 
was in order to have an amendment read, which 
he should offer in case the demand for the previous 
question was not seconded ? 

The SPEAKER replied that he believed it had 
been the practice of the House to allow proposi- 
tions which it was intended to offer to be read, 
although it was not strictly in order. It had been 
allowed by the courtesy of the House. 

The House acquiescing in this suggestion, and | 
no objection being made to the reading — 

Mr. STEPHENS sent up to the Clerk’s table 
the proposition which he repeated he intended to 
offer as an amendment, in case the previous ques- 
tion were not sustained. 

It was read, as follows: 

Whereas it is no less desirable that the interests and honor | 
of our country should be cordially sustained and defended 
so long as the present war with Mexico continues to exist, 
than that the conflict should not be uanecessarily prolonged, | 
hutshould be terminated as soon as an honorable peace can | 
be obtained ; and whereas it is believed that a diversity of | 
opinion prevails to a considerable extent as to the ultimate 
aims and objects for which the war should be prosecuted ; 
and it being proper that this matter should be settled by the 


clear expression of the legislative will, soleinnly proclaimed 
to the world: 

Be it therefore resolved by the Senate und House of Repre- | 
sentatives of the United States in Oongress assembled, ‘That 
the present war with Mexico should not be waged or pros- 
ecuted “ with a view to conquest,” either by the subjugation 
or dismemberment of that Republic. 

Be it further resolved by the authority aforesaid, That it is | 
the desire of the United States that hostilities should be ter- | 


-Minated upon terms honorable to both parties, embracing a 


mutual settlement of the questions growing out of the “ pro- 
per and rightful”? boundary of ‘Texas, and a full recognition 
id proper provision on her part to be made for all the just 
claims of our citizens against that country—the whole to be | 
adjusted by negotiation, to be instituted and effected accord- 
ing to the constitutional forins of each Government respec- 


} 

Uvely. 
Mr. BOTTS rose and said he had a substitute | 
for the resolutions of the gentleman from Illinois, | 
which he should propose when in order, and he | 
how asked that it be read. 
_ Mr. PETTIT rose to a question of order, and | 
inquired of the Speaker if it was in order to read | 
these various propositions after the previous ques- | 
ton had been demanded. : 


’ 


| United States, in confiiet with the genius and spirit of our 


The SPEAKER replied, that if the gentleman 
from Indiana insisted on his objection, the paper 
could not be read. 


lowed to be read as a matter of courtesy on the part 
of the House. 


Mr. PETTIT not persisting in his objection— 
Phe proposition of Mr. Borrs was read, as fol- 


They had generally been al- | 


lows: 


1. Resolved, That among the highest duties that can de- 


volve upon the Representatives of the People is tae preser- | 


vation of the uational integrity, a strict Observance of the 
limitations of the Coustituuon, and a fim resistance to Ex- 
ecutive encroachment. 


2. Resolved, That any war which has for its object the ac- | 


quisition of territory by conquest, brings into question the | 


national character, is in violation of the Constitution of the | 


institutions, and dangerous to the perpetuity of the Union. 

3. Resolved, That the war in which we are now engaged 
was not brought on by the act of Mexico. 

4. Resolved, That the war with Mexico was brought on 
by the unauthorized act of the President of the United states, 
in ordering the army under the command of General Taylor | 
into territory then in possession of the Mexican Republic. 

5. Resolvei, That we have no right to claim indemnity 
for the expenses of a war brought on by the ill-advised and 
unprovoked act of our own public functionaries. 

6. Resolved, That the honor of this nation does not con- 
sist in exacting territory from Mexico, to which we have no 
claim, and yielding to Great Britain territory the title to 
which was asserted to be © clear and unquestionable ;”? and 


| that to evade the strong and pursue the weak does not pre- | 
sent the honor, courage, or greatness of our people in their | 


true light. 


7. Resolved, That to exact indemnity from Mexico would | 
devolve upon us the necessity of making a similar demand | 


in all future wars, which would involve us in interminable 


conflict, or of surrendering a principle now insisted on as | 


indispensable to the preservation of our national honor. 
8. Resolved, That no new territory can be annexed to the 


| United States by virtue of the war, without involving the 


| fited forces of the enemy. 


| means of restoring a speedy and honorabie peace would | 


| of man, repudiate the doctrine that “might makes right,”’ 


| part of the Mexican territory in California, we are abie, and 


| through their Representatives, that this war shall be further 





|| agitation of domestic difficulties, begetting sectional animos- 
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ities, und weakening the ties that connect Us together. , 
9. Resolved, That if the conquest of territory be not the | 


object of the war, we can perceive no good reason for con- 
tinuing our troops in the heart of the enemy’s country, by 
which their lives are unnecessarily exposed, and our re- 
sources uselessly expended. 

10. Resolved, That a conquering nation bas nothing to 
apprehend from au exhibition of magnanimity and generos 
ity to a defeated foe ; and that a victorious army may retire 
from the pursuit of carnage and slaughter without incurring 
the imputation of retreating from the scattered and discom- 


ll. Resolved, That the most efficient, if not the only 


be, under proper preliminary arrangements, to withdraw our | 
troops, already covered with glory and surfeited with suc- | 
cess, to the true and legitimate boundary of Texas at the | 
time of its annexation to the United States. | 

12. Resolved, ‘That our institutions, founded on the rights 


as the freebooter’s plea and the pirate’s law; and, so jong 
as we offer an asylum to the oppressed, and recognize 
* life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness ’’ among the in- 
alienable rights of man, we cannot insist upon the dismem- 

berment of an empire as the price of peace. 
13. Resolved, That if, upon the restoration of peace, the | 
necessities of our commerce shall require a harbor in any | 
| 


should be willing, to pay therefor, as would become a great | 
and an honest people. 


14. ResoWwed, That if it shall be determined by the people, 


prosecuted in Mexico, it then becomes the duty of all par- 
lies to protect our national flag and brave army, by furnish- 
ing all needful supplies of men and money to carry it on 
with vigor and effect. 

Mr. RHETT rose, and inquired of the Chair 
if the previous question had been moved on the 
pending proposition of the gentleman from Illinois, 
[Mr. Ricnarpson]? 

The SPEAKER replied in the affirmative. 

Mr. RHETT. Then no observations are in 
order? 

The SPEAKER. No observations are in order. 

Mr. RHETT. I will only say, { hope the pre- 
vious question will be voted down, in order that 
we may have a fair vote upon these various prop- 
ositions. 

@he SPEAKER announced the pending ques- 
tion to be on seconding the demand for the pre- 
vidus question. : ; | 

Mr. HOUSTON, of Alabama, said he believed | 
the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. Ricarpson] | 
had demanded the previous question. Was it not | 
now competent for him to withdraw, to receive an 
amendment, and then to renew it? Or might not | 
both these propositions be offered as amendments, 
and then the previous question be renewed ? 

The SPEAKER replied, that there might be 
offered an amendment to an amendment, so that 
all these three propositions might be voted on. 

Mr. McLANE wished to know, in case the de- 
mand for the previous question was seconded by 
the House, whether it would then be competent to | 





consider amendments? | 


The SPEAKER replied in the negative. 
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Mr. WENTWORTH inquired whether it 
would be in the power of his colleague, in case he 
withdrew his demand for the previous questiorf, to 
let in these two propositions and then renew it, so 
that the House might vote upon them? 

The SPEAKER'S reply, if any, was not heard, 

Mr. BOTTS said he hoped it would be the 
pleasure of the House to vote down the previous 
question, and then to refer all these propositions to 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 


Union, and make them the special order for some 
day not fur distant. 


Mr. THOMPSON, of Indiana, gave notice of a 


proposition which he should submit when in order, 
and asked for its reading. 


The SPEAKER. If there is no objection, the 


proposition of the gentleman from Indiana will be 
read, 


No objection being made— 

The Clerk commenced the reading of Mr. 
Fuompson’s resolutions; and before he had con- 
cluded— 

Mr. C. BROWN rose and inquired if this was 
a new proposition? [Cries of** Yes, yes!’’} ‘Then 
he objected to these propositions, 

The SPEAKER said, the reading having been 
commenced by general consent, the objection came 
too late. 


[Cries of “‘ Read, read !’’] 
‘The Clerk accordingly continued and concluded 


the reading of the resolutions, which are as fol- 
lows: : 

Be it resolved by the Senate and House of Representutives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, Tint, 
in the opinion of Congress, the President of the United 
States should forthwith cause to be coynmunivated to the 
Government of Mexico, that peace may be immediately 
established between the two countries upon the following 
terms, to wit: 

First. ‘That the boundary line between the United States 
and Mexico shall be as follows, to wit: beginning at the 
Gulf of Mexico, near the mouth of the Rio Nueces, and 
running thence northwest, with the course of said Rio 
Nueces, so as to include all the Texan settlements south 
and west of said river, made prior to the annexation of 
‘Texas to the United States; thence up the said Rio Nueces 
until it reaches the line which separated the Province of 
Texas, before her independence, from the Provinces ot 
New Mexico, Coahuila, and Tamaulipas ; and thence along 
said line, to the Rio Roxo or Red River. 

Second. That the Government of the United States, dis- 
avowing the intention of acquiring or holding the same by 
conquest, will purchase from Mexico, with the consent of 
the Government of Mexico, the territory embraced within 
the following boundary, to wit: beginning at a point on the 
Gulf of Mexico as near as may be to the ceutre of the great 
desert or prairie which lies between the waters of the Rio 
Grande and the Rio Nueces; thence, following the course 
of the centre of the said desert or prairie, northwest, to the 
range of mountains which divide the waters of the Kio 
Grande from those that run eastward to the Gulf of Mexico, 
and pursuing said range of mountains until it strikes the line 
of north latitude 36° 30’ ; thence, by that parallel of latitude, 
west, to the Pacific ocean, so as to include within the Uni- 
ted States the bay and city of Monterey, in Upper Califor- 
nia. 

Third. That, in consideration of the cession of the terri- 
tory embraced within the foregoing boundary, the Govern- 
ment of the United States shall pay to the Government 
of Mexico such sum of money as may be agreed upon by 
and between commissioners to be appointed upon the part 
of each Government: Provided, That there shall be de- 
ducted out of the sum so agreed on whatever*aimount may 
have been due by Mexico to the United States before the 
commencement of the war, if the sum so agreed on shall 
exceed the amount so found to be due to the United States. 

‘ourth. That the Government of the United States shall 
ask from the Government of Mexico no indemnity whatso- 
ever for the expenses of the war. 

Fifth. That, so soon as a treaty of peace shall have been 
made and ratified by and between the two Governments, the 
army of the United States shall be withdrawn from every 
portion of the territory of Mexico now or at that time in its 
possession. 

Sizth. That the Government of the United States will 
guaranty to the Government of Mexico that all persons, now 
citizens of Mexico, who possess property within the territery 
thus proposed to be ceded to the United States, shall con- 
tinue to hold and enjoy the same under the laws and insti- 
tutions of the United States. 


Mr. TOOMBS asked the indulgence of the House 
to permit him to have read a resolution on this 
same subject, which he had prognset. He said it 

e 


would occupy very little of the time of the House, 
as it was very short. 


The Clerk read it, as follows: 


Resolved, That neither the honor nor the interest of this 
Republic demands the dismemberment of Mexico, or the 
annexation of any portion of her territory to the United 
States as an indispensable condition to the restoration of 
peace. 

' Mr. VANDYKE said he too had some resolu- 
tions which he desired to have read. 

The Clerk then read them as follows: 


Resolved, That, in the opinion of this House, the order of 
this Government that General Taylor with his army should 
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take position on the bank of the Rio Grande, which resulted 
in the blockade of that river and the pointing of the guns of 
the United States upon a Mexican town on the other side, 
Was unnecessury and unwise, was an act of aggression in 
itself, and the immediate cause of contlict between the two 
nations. 

Resolved, That the invasion of the territories of Mexico 
south and west of the Rio Grande, either by sea or by land, 
and the storming and capturing of her towns and the slay- 
ing of her people within such territories, were acts of injus- 
tice, cruelty, and wrong; and that the requiring of Mexico, 
at the peril of her national existence, to enter into treaty 
stipulations with us, while her country ts surrounded by our 
navy, her capital and chief towns in our posses-ion, her 
country subjugated and her people crushed and prostrate 
beneath our power, and with our resistiess cannon frowning 
upon her, and our conquering sword gleaming above her, 
is warensonable and uufair towards Mexico, as one of the 
eontracting parties, and dumageanimous and unchristian in 
us 





Resolve’, That the present war with Mexico should not 
be prosecuted any further for any purpose whatever; that 
the whole of our forees in the Mexican country should be 
withdrawn as sperdily as possible, and placed on territory 
Which belongs to this country; and that the Administration 
be furnished with all the men and money necessary to pro- 
teet our troops now in Mexico, and to accomplish such 
withdrawal in the most practicable way, without harm or 
danger. 

Resolved, That, after the withdrawal of our troops as afore- 
eaid, eastof the Rio Grahde, the President of the United 
States be requested to send a commissioner or commission- 
ers to Mexico, to settle the question of boundary between 
this country and Mewico, together with such other ques- 
tions as may properly come before them. 

Mr. G. 8S. HOUSTON thought it possible, by 
some sort of arrangement—by the unanimous con- 
sent of the House—that a could have all these 
a voted upon and disposed of at once. 
“or one, he was now ready to vote apee them, and 
he supposed that every member on his side of the 
House was ready also. (Cries of “*Order!’’]_ He 
desired to see the previous — applied to all 
these propositions, and the House vote upon each 
in its order. 

{Cries of ** Order !”’] 

Mr. ©. J. INGERSOLL inquired if his friend 
[Mr. Ricuarnson] had withdrawn the previous 
question? [Cries of * No,no!’’] He hoped he 
would not. 

The SPEAKER interposed, and reminded the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania that debate was not 
inorder. The question was, ‘ Is there a second 
to the demand for the previous question ?”’ 

Mr. STEPHENS called for tellers. 

Mr. HILLIARD inquired what the previous 
question would operate upon, and whether, if there 
was no second, these rere would not go 
over if any gentleman desired to debate them. 
The SPEAKER replied that there was but one 


proposition before the House, and, if there was no | 


second, it would go over if any gentleman desired 
to debate it. 

Tellers were then ordered, and Messrs. Tupo- 
pEavx and Peck were appointed; and having taken 
the vote, they announced 90 in the affirmative, and 
102 in the negative. So there was no second. 

Mr. STEPHENS then said that he proposed to 
debaté this resolution. 

The SPEAKER. Then it will go over, of 
course. 

Mr. BOPTS said, if it were in order; he would 
move that all these several propositions be printed, 
and referred to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, and made the order of the day 
for the 3d of January. 

[A voice. The special order.] 


Mr. STEPHENS inquired if the notice he had | 


given to debate these propositions would not, as a 
matter of course, carry them over. 

The SPEAKER required gentlemen to take 
their seats, that the House might proceed with its 
business. 

(The members were standing over the whole 
surface of the floor, intently listening to the differ- 
ent propositions. 

The SPEAKER then announced that the gen- 
tleman from Georgia [Mr. Sternens] proposed to 
debate the only resolution before the Heute, the 
others having Lite read for information, and there- 
fore were not in the possession of the House. 

Mr. BOTTS supposed he could move to make 
them the special order of the day for the 3d Janu- 
ary, by general consent. 

Objections were made. 

Mr. SCHENCK rose to a question of order. 
He understood the original resolution was offered 
yesterday, and if objection had then been made, it 
must have gone over; but the same rule did not 
now apply, and now the House might proceed to 
the debate. 


THE CO 
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SS 
The SPEAKER overruled the point of order, 


and called on the State of Illinois for resolutions. 
INTERNAL IMPROVEMENTS. 


_and on it he asked for the previous question. 

The Clerk read the resolution as follows: 

| Resolved, That the General Government has the power to 
| construct such harbors and improve such rivers as are 
‘necessary and proper’ for the protection of our navy 
and our commerce, and also for the defences of our coun- 


try. 
Mr. VENABLE moved to lay the resolution on 
the table. 


nays on that motion. 
Mr. VENABLE withdrew his motion. 


GAYLE, the SPEAKER, Mr.G.8. HOUSTON, 
and Mr. WENTWORTH, on a point of order. 


| were ordered. 
| Messrs. Root and McC.Lecianp were appointed 
| tellers, and they reported 104 in the affirmative. 
| There was therefore a second. 
The SPEAKER stated the next question to be, 
| ** Shall the main question be now put?” 
Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL, before he voted, de- 
| sired the mover of the resolution to 
| information respecting a term used in it, as he was 
| somewhat at a loss to know its precise meaning. 
| What did the gentleman mean by the term ‘* Gov- 
ernment ?”’ 

The main question was ordered. 

Mr. WENTWORTH called for the yeas and 


nays on the adoption of the resolution; and they | 


were ordered. 

Mr. CUMMINS asked for a division of the 
question, so that the vote should be taken sepa- 
rately on the portions referring to military and 
commercial purposes. 

The SPEAKER said the call for a division came 
too late. 

The main question was then put: ‘* Will the 
House agree to the said resolution?” and the yeas 
and nays were as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Abbott, John Quincy Adams, Green Ad- 
ams, Ashmur., Barringer, Barrow, Belcher, Bingham, Bird- 
sall, Blanchard, Botts, Boydon, Brady, Buckner, Butler, 
Cabell, Canby, Chapman, Clapp, Franklin Clark, Clingman, 
Cocke, Collamer, Coilins, Conger, Cranston, Crowell, Cro- 
zier, Dickey, Dickinsou, Dixon, Donnell, Duer, Daniel Dan- 
ean, Garnett Duncan, Dunn, Eckert, Edwards, Embree, 
| Alexander Evans, Nathan Evans, Farrelly, Fisher, Freediey, 
French, Fulton, Gayle, Gentry, Giddings, Goggin, Gott, 
Green, Gregory, Grinnell, Hale, Willard P. Hall, Nathan K. 
Hall, James G. Hampton, Moses Hampton, Henley, Henry, 
| Hilliard, Elias B. Holmes, John W. Houston, Hubbard, Hud- 
| son, Hunt, Joseph R. Ingersoll, Irvin, Jamieson, Jenkitis, 
Andrew Johnson, Robert W. Johnson, John W. Jones, Kel- 
logg, Thomas B. King, Daniel P. King, William T. Law- 





well, John A. Rockwell, Roman, Root, Rumsey, St. John, 


Schenek, Shepperd, Sherrill, Slingerland, Smart, Truman | 


Smith, Stanton, Starkweather, Stephens, Andrew Stewart, 
Charles E. Stuart, Strohm, Strong, Sylvester, ‘Tallmadge 
Thibodeaux, Taylor, Tompkins, James Thompson, Richard 
Ww. Eons os Jilliam Thompson, Thurston, Tuck, Tur- 
ner, Vandyke, Vinton, Warren, Wentworth, White, Wil- 
liams, and Wiley—138. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bayly, Beale, Bedinger, Black, Bocock, 
Bowdon, Boyd, Brodhead, William G. Brown, Burt, Bev- 
erly L. Clark, Howell Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Dan- 
iel, Featherston, Ficklin, Flournoy, Fries, Hammons, Har- 
manson, Harris, Hill, Isaac E. Holmes, George 8, Houston, 
Inge, Charles J. Ingersoll, George W. Jones, Kaufman, Ken- 
non, La Sére, Ligon, Lord, Lumpkin, Maclay, McCler- 
nand, McDowell, McKay, McLane, Mann, Meade, Miller, 
Morse, Nicoll, Peaslee, Phelps, Rhett, Robinson, Sawyer. 
Simpson, Sims, Thomas, Jacob Thompson, Venable, an 
Woodward—54. . 


So the resolution was agreed to. And then— 


up the appropriation bill reported by him to-day, 
early to-morrow. 
The House then adjourned. 





PETITIONS, &c. 
The following petitions were presented and re- 
ferred: e 
“By Mr. GOTT: The petition of citizens of Dewitt, Onon- 


tion of the war with Mexico; and that this Government 
commence negotiations with foreign Governments as soon 
as practicable for securing treaty stipulations that shall bind 
the contracting ies to settle all future international diffi- 
culties by peacefy! arbitration. 

By Mr. GOGGIN: The petition of William Saunders and 
William R. Porter, sureties of William Estis, a paymaster in 
the late war with Great Britain. Also, the petition of —— 


Lt 


NGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 





| Mr. WENTWORTH submitted a resolution, | 


Mr. WENTWORTH called for the yeas and | 
| A brief conversation ensued between Mr. | 


Mr. ROOT then called for tellers on seconding | 
the demand for the previous question, and they | 


give him some | 


rence, Sidney Lawrence, Lincoln, MeClelland, Mclivaine, | 
| Marsh, Marvin, Morehead, Mullin, Nelson, Nes, Newall, | 
Outlaw, Palfrey, Peck, Petrie, Peyton, Pillsbury, Pollock, | 
Preston, Putnam, Reynolds, Richey, Rockhill, Julius Rock- | 


Mr. VINTON gave notice that he would call | 


daga county, New York, praying for an immediate termina- | 


D ce. 22, 








| Shiflett, of Virginia, praying to be placed on the invatia pen- 
|} sion roll. 

By Mr. PENDLETON: The memorial of George Tay|or 
| praying indemnity for losses incurred by French Spoliations 
|| prior to 1800. Also, the memorial of Cassius F. Lee, trustee 
of Hodgson, on the same subject. Also, the memorial of 
| Mary D. Adam, attorney of Duniap’s heirs, on the same sy}. 

ect. 
‘ By Mr. BELCHER: The petition of Louisa Dascomb and 
111 others, of the county of Franklin,in Maine. Also, the 
tition of Andrew Mitchell and 77 others ; of Louisa x. F. 
enkins and 67 others; and of Benjamin Abbott and 145 
others, of said county, all praying for a peace with Mexico, 
|| Also, the petition of Frederick V. Stewart and 105 others, 
| for a mail route from Farmington to Kingsfield, Frankliy 
| county, Maine. 
i] By Mr CROWELL: The petition of Amos Armstrong, a 
\| citizen of Summit county, Ohio, praying for a pension. — 
|| By Mr. FARRELLY: The petition of citizens of Mercer 
| county, for repeal of the law requiring postage on news. 
papers circulating Within thirty miles of the place of pubij- 
cation. 

By Mr. WENTWORTH: The petition of citizens of 
McLane county, Illinois, fora donation of land and the right 
of way for 8 railroad connecting the upper and lower Mis- 
sissippi with Chicago. Also, the petition from citizens of 
[roquois and Will counties for a reform in the present land 
system. 

By Mr. CRANSTON: The memorial of Philip Allen and 
others, asking payment for depredations on their property 
committed by the French Government prior to 1800. 

By Mr. VINTON: The petition of Solomon Sturges and 
others, citizens of Muskingum county, Ohio, praying that 
measures may be taken for the restoration of peace with 
Mexico. 

By Mr. CABELL: The petition of Moses E. Levy. Also, 
the petition of the heirs of Captain Henry Pawling for com- 
mutation. 

By Mr. CHARLES BROWN: The memorial of Catharine 
Able, widow of a revolutionary soldier. 

By Mr. HUNT: The petition of Calvin Bishop and others, 
for an appropriation for Buffalo harbor. 

By Mr. NES: A petition numerously signed by citizens 
of Adams county, Pennsylvania, praying that the provision 
in the act of Congress of 3d March, 1847, requiring three 
cents postage to be paid on newspapers, &c., may be re- 

aled. 

"By Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL: The memorial of 8. Morris, 
Waler & Co., asking for a remission of duties. Also, the 
memorial of Satterlee Clark, asking for an appropriation for 
the payment of a balance due to him as paymaster, and ex- 
tra allowance, &c., being the amount of a verdict against 
the United States. 

. By Mr. LA SERE: The petition of James W. Breedlove, 
late collector of the customs for the district of Mississippi, 
praying to be refunded the amount of counterfeit coin re- 
ceived by the cash clerk of the custom-house at New Orleans 
during his term of office. 
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IN SENATE. 
Wepnespay, December 22, 1847. 


Mr. GREENE presented the petition of Eliza- 
beth Hamilton, widow of Alexander Hamilton, 
deceased, praying the patronage of the Govern- 
ment in the publication of the writings of her late 
husband; which was referred to the Committee on 
the Library. ; 

Mr. ATCHISON presented the memorial of 
Henry M. Shreve, praying compensation for the 
use by the Government of a snag-boat, of which 
he is the inventor and patentee, and the purchase 
of his patent-right by the United States; which 
was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. HALE presented the memorial of the 
Yearly Meeting of Anti-Slavery Friends of In- 
diana, praying for the adoption of measures for 
the immediate termination of the war with Mexico, 
and for the immediate termination of slavery. 

On presenting this petition, Mr. HALE said : 

I suppose, Mr. President, as this petition prays 
for the exertion of all the powers of Government, 
80 far as they extend, in relation to this subject, 
it includes within its purview slavery within the 
District of Columbia; and I am informed that the 
practice has obtained in the Senate, when — 
of this character are presented, to raise the ques- 
tion of reception, and that such a motion is laid 
upon the table, and there the matter drops. As 
this course does not accord with my own convic- 
tion of duty, I must urge a different disposition 
of this petition; and I hope that, if exception be. 
taken, it will be taken without this side-blow of 4 
motion to lay on the table. 

With this view, if the question of reception be 
raised, I ask that it may be taken by yeas and nays. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Those in favor 
of taking the question by yeas and nays will rise. 

Mr. HALE. Was the motion made to lay the 
motion upon the table? , 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is to be put as a matter of course. : 

Mr. HALE. I was not aware of the existence 
of such a rule; but that being the case, I w 
like to say a single word on the main question, 08 
the motion to lay on the table is not table. 
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- Mr. BERRIEN said he trusted that the estab- || to come and ask of this body a respectful hearing | Affairs, reported a bill to raise, for a limited time, 


jished usage of the Senate would not be departed || of their petitions, and a respectfi:! hearing on this | an additional military force; which was read, and 
: from on this occasion. When a petition of this || very subject. Sir, itisno mere abstraction. It is | passed to a second reading. 
e sort is presented, the question of reception is raised | 


n || an element of political power in the formation of || Mr. CASS gave notice that he will call this bill 
if by a motion to lay the motion on the table. He || our Constitution; it is an element on which the || up on the first opportunity, after it shall have been 
. would now raise that question, by moving to lay Constitution of the other House is regulated; and || printed. , 

>. 


d the motion upon the table. ; || itis an element in the olitical discussion and action || Mr, DIX, from the Committee on Commerce, 
e Mr. HALE. Upon that question I ask the yeas | — present day, which is involving the nation in || t whom was referred the bill concerning certain 
: and nays. : zt, || & foreign and aggressive war,at an expense of forty || collection districts, and for other purposes, report- 
. Mr. MASON. What is the petition? or fifty millions of dollars annually. And if the | ; par a 


of 
ht 


[s~ 


= Mr. CALHOUN. What is the question? || Mr. BERRIEN. The practice which has been || . a er i sal 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. It is to lay the || adopted by the Senate has been the result of calm || he bill having " ee ereres wee « a 
nd motion to receive the petition on the table. || and deliberate consideration. It has protected us | Te®d & second time, by ener ee Se ee 
rly Mr. CALHOUN. What is the subject-matter || from those exciting discussions which, in another || a hal en of the Who od _ ~ 
nd of the petition ? || branch of the National Legislature, have too often || SMeNGment being made, it was reported to the 
vat The PRESIDING OFFICER. The abolition || occurred. I do notapprehend that anything which || 5&nate- tb “h 
ith of slavery in the District of Columbia. | has fallen from the honorable Senator from New || .. Ordered, That it be engrossed, and read a third 
Mr. HALE. If it be in order, I will state the |} Hampshire, who presents this petition, is calcu- || Th ‘d bill Sn aie , 
- subject-matter of the petition. The petition comes || lated to change the well-settled conviction of the | Py RP ae Teas S Ce Cees Oy mane. 
from the Yearly Meeting of Friends at Newport, || Senate on this subject. I, therefore, sir, the ques- || MOUS consent. — 
Teg : af : || Resolved, That this bill pass, and that the title 
ine Wayne county, Indiana, praying the termination || tion of reception being before the Senate, move to || ie etaiieemnal id Puan, 
. of the war in Mexico; and also praying that all || my that question on the table. _ i aan 7 ‘Th. t the Se : wee . 
” the powers vested in Congress upon the subject || ‘The motion to receive the petition was then laid | , t h Hk - , Re ee Yee aaonee 
ng shall be exerted for the termination of slavery. upon the table. yee ee SpeseEaees Caren. 
- Mr. BUTLER. That does not say anything Mr. JOHNSON, of,Louisiana, presented the | - he Senate sneer © en ‘oe 
re- about slavery in the District of Columbia. petition of D. A. Watterston, praying compensa- | fo owing resolution, submitte yesterday by 4 fr. 
_ Mr. HALE. I remarked that that was included |} tion for services as clerk in the office of the Sur- Breese, and it was agreed to: 
PE Congret to exer ll tote Commitee on Public Landen” "CT || he Senate Ran Artrone on Rock ann the Sa 
0 | : to the Committee on Public Lands. mana oaek siskiaadechhas adm ts 
PET quetion was then taken onthe call for the || “Mr. MASON presented the niemorial of Wile | Stunaanmy ocumed by amin fact ont 
inst yeas and nays. A sufficient number of members liam B. Slaughter, late Secretary of the Territory || charge the same is, and on what terms ; and, also, that he 
ve, Ip Bsings the yeas and nays were ordered, and were || of Wisconsin, praying the repayment of money || ctmmunicae his opinion fe Interns of the Govarmmn 
pi, taken, as follows: ; expended by him im the public service; which was | ome purposes. - 
re- Z oe ae sian, hae , Minho, Aineriene rx referred to the Committee on Territories. On motion by Mr. SEVIER, the Senate pro- 
= pay ly Davis of Siaiddoe:, Dickinson, Dix, Downs, On motion by Mr. YULEE, it was || ceeded to the consideration of Executive business, 
Fairfield, Felch, Foote, Hunter, Johnson of Maryland, John- Ordered, That Joseph H. Waring have leave to and after a short time spent therein, the doors were 
son of Louisiana, Mangum, Mason, Niles, Rusk, Sevier, withdraw his petition and papers. | d d F 
Spruance, Sturgeon, Turney, Westcott, and Yulee—33. ’ 7 ’ || Opened, an : 
NAYS—Messrs. Baldwin, Clarke, Corwin, Greene, Hale, || On motion by Mr. GREENE, it was || _ The Senate adjourned. 
Miller, Phelps, Underwood, and Upham—9. Ordered, That the petition and papers of Elizabeth | fo 
2- So the motion to receive the petition was laid || Hamilton, on the files of the Senate, be referred to HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
on, upon the table. the Committee on the Library. Weeowsanat, December 92. 1647. 
rn Mr. HALE presented the memorial of David On motion by Mr. HUNTER, it was Tine Renteatied dentindele temiaieabtenad 
late T. Burr and sixty-nine others, citizens of Pennsy]l- Ordered, That the pelees of Joseph M. Shep- M ° LIGON ot re ere ae ve < a ‘stad 
fei vania, praying for such an alteration of the Con- || pard, administrator of Richard Harris, deceased, | H fo d that upon the motion of the oullanen 
stitution and laws as shall abolish slavery through- || and John Scott, administrator of Nimrod Farrow, || ¢ - "Te 2 |Mr. G. W. Jonns) to r a , 
| of out the Union. deceased, on the files of the Senate, be referred to | hie hcccetanl Te ae eee sles - 
= _ Mr. HALE said : I do not understand that there || the Committee of Claims. ae Ohio [M Galante re ta aaeel aaa 
owe ® & standing‘rule ov order of the Senate 'that vaisce On motion by Mr. MILLER, it was i laws authorizing slavery in the District of Colum- 
nich the question whether this petition shall be receiv- Ordered, That the memorials and petitions bia, his (Mr. L.’s) name was not recorded. He 
' ed, or the motion to receive it laid on the table. || against the repeal’ of the pilot act, on the files of || had voted “aye.” 
iin co reg tere to receive the petition“is || the Senate, be referred to the Committee on Com- [Note.—The vote on this question stood yester- 
Ine cuheeaaiy os ne eee mee 4p ‘on by Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland day, yeas 97, nays 97—a tie. The Speaker voted 
s for The PRESIDING OFFICER. It is debatable. || it was casa | tape Se Ola weeetalaeh lost.) ree 
ete Mr. HALE. So understanding it, sir, 1 wish || Ordered, That the petition of William W. Hall, || "Phe SPEAKER stated that under repeated pre- 
d: 7 ‘eh I 7, eran vindication of ‘the course |} on the files of the Senate, be referred to the Com- || cedents in similar cases, the gentleman had a right 
rays vay i. Jeane praesent fates eee ae mittee on Pensions. to have his name recorded. That vote would 
ent, excited diseussion ae ag drach ones On motion by Mr. CASS, it was change the decision of the House, as the Chair 
, ’ arge of my es Shel- 
ject, duty, under deep and the earnest convictions of || , Ordered, That the petition of Thomas C. Shel- || understood. 
. the my understandin that I attempt to dischar don, on the files of the Senate, be referred to the || Mr. SIMS: I understand not. The vote of the 
t the that duty. Whar is the refusal cf the Senate . Committee on Public Lands. Speaker added, would leave the result precisely the 
tions receive these petitions? It is saying that there are On motion ae My. DCM NeON, : ae ; canes awe then, be 9 tle-vote, and Would not 
jues- some subjects on which the people shall not ap- Ordered, That the petition of John Lorimer |; chan . : 
-Jaid proach this tribunal. peopl Pano Graham, on the files of the Senate, be referred to || The SP A reat will Pree oy 
As In this day, speculation is adventurous. We || the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. || vote og It ‘ha. or aa te at 0 a e gentle- 
nvic- venture to inquire into all the secrets of the mate- On motion by Mr. DIX, it was Th Ct ary Yeas 98, is 5 97 € allirmative. 
sition rial and the spiritual world. The researches of Ordered, That the memorials and pecans on The SPEAKER The 1th ie f the H 
mn be geological science have penetrated the bowels of || the files of the Senate, in favor of the repeal of | Pokey Rig ays ule of the House 
ofa Soom th, and have there found the materials by || the pilot act, be referred to the Committee on Com- | P She etked Cia gi ie ahi SisSs bs kr thesen Se 
vn be which it is essayed to prove that merce. dus ‘ | the Speaker) shall not vote, unless the House be equally 
“He who made the world, and its age reveal’d Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, gave notice that || divided, or unless his vote, if given to the minority, would 
nays. To Moses, was mistaken.” on to-morrow he should ask leave of the Senate to || make the division equal ; and in ease of such equal divis- 
favor Nay, — es with adventurous flight t> the || introduce a bill continuing the pension# of certain || ion, the question should be lost.” 
a. very throne o ternity, and undertakes to scan || widows. The vote of the Speaker would, therefore, make 
yo the laws by which He who sits thereon governs Mr. WESTCOTT submitted the following res- || the division equal, and the motion to lay on the 
's own actions and the world he has created. || lution, which was considered by unanimous con- || table would be The Chair votes in the nega- 
stion And, - - 2 rom i adventurous, have || sent and agreed to: = ‘denies ae 
we, in the Uni tates of America, an institution — Patent r. MAN inquired if, by the gentleman 
pnt which exalts itself above God—defying examina- || ojice be instructed to eveire Wbanier-eupincntachahener from Maryland (Mr. Licow] Cadiging his vote, 
v ulon, or a" or petition even? ost emphati- || the present laws relating to Patents and the Patent Office be || the motion to lay on the table was not carried ? 
ny ae cally, sir, do 1 conceive that at the present day the 


The Secretary read the heading of the memo- 


ial. 
we: JOHNSON, of Maryland, inquired whether | 


it would be in order to move a postponement of 
the question of reception till to-morrow? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
to lay on the table has precedence, 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, then said that 
his only object was that the Senate might be full 
before the question was taken. 


people of the United States have a peculiar right 











people of the United States are to be thus taxed, for | 
a war growing immediately and directly out of an | 
institution of this character, are they to be told that | 
they shall not come and jeapoetially present their 
petitions upon this subject? 

I have thus discharged my duty to those who 
sent me here; without any expectation of influ- | 
encing the action of this body, without any desire 
to excite angry feeling or discussion. I ask that | 
the petition may be received. 














| expedient. 


Mr, CASS, from the Committee on Military 


ed it without amendment. 
Mr. ASHLEY, from the Committee on the Ju- 


| diciary, reported a bill supplementary to the act 


entitled “An act to regulate the exercise of the 
appellate jurisdiction of the Supreme Court, in 
certain cases, and for other purposes;’’ on which 
he asked for speedy action of the Senate, as the 


, bill was applicable to cases now pending before 
| the Supreme Court of the United States. 


It waa 
intended to remedy a defect in existing laws on the 


And if the vote would not stand yeas 98, nays 96 ? 
The SPEAKER replied that the gentleman from 
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Maryland did not change his vote. The gentle- 
man voted in the affirmative, but his name was not 
yesterday recorded at all. 

Here the conversation dropped, and the Journal 
as amended was approved. 


Mr. PHELPS rose and asked leave to give no- 


tice of a motion for leave to introduce a certain 


bill, 

The SPEAKER. 
of the House, was going to call upon the States 
for petitions, upon the committees for reports, and 
then upon the States for resolutions, and when 
resolutions were being called for, notices of bills 
will be in order. 


Mr. HOUSTON, of Alabama, inquired if the 


Chair had not given this construction to the rule 
of the House under which they were acting with- 
out its being brought particularly to his attention ? 
Mr. H. was understood to say, if they were 
obliged to wait every morning for the call of the 
States for petitions, and then of the committees 


for reports, they would never get entirely through | 


the call of the States for resolutions, 

The SPEAKER, The rule of the House is ex- 
press, as the gentleman will see, if he will allow 
the Chair to read it: 


9%. As soon as the Journal is read, the Speaker shall 


call for petitions from the members of each State and dele- | 


gates from each Territory,’ &c. 


“95, The petitions having been presented and disposed | 


of, reports from commiuttees shall be called for and disposed 
ofv’&e. * * * © *& Resolutions shall then be called for 
in the same order, and disposed of by the same rules which 
apply to petitions,” &e. 


The order, that the Chair * shall call for peti- | 
tions” is peremptory, as the gentleman will per- | 


ceive, and it haus always been the practice of the 
Petitions are therefore In order. 
COMMITTEE ON PRINTING. 


House. 


Mr. HENLEY wanted to ask the Chair a ques- | 


tion which related somewhat to the organization 
of the House. A committee was authorized, by 


the second section of the joint resolution providing | 


for the letting out to contract the printing of both 


Houses of Congress, to be appointed upon that | 


He believed that committee had not been 
appointed ? 

The SPEAKER. 

Mr. HENLEY. 
providing for it, 

The SPEAKER. The resolution will be re- 
ceived by the general consent of the House. 

Consent being given, the resolution was receiv- 
ed; and the question being on its adoption— 

The SPEAKER. ‘The Chair would state that 
the joint resolution uses the word * chosen,’’ and 
therefore he had some doubt whether he was au- 
thorized to appoint the committee. ‘The gentleman 


subject, 


No, sir. 


from Indiana offers a resolution to authorize the | 
The | 


question is on agreeing to the resolution, which is | 


Chair to appoint a Committee on Printing. 


as follows: 


Resolved, That the Speaker be authorized to appoint a | 


Committee on Public Printing, according to the provisiong 


of the joint resolution entitled * A joint resolution directing | 
the manner of procuring the printing for the two Houses of | 


* approved August 3, 1846. 
Mr. HUNT wished to make an inquiry in ref- 
erence to the order of business. After petitions, 


Congress, 


reports and resolutions were received, was it not | 


then in order to take up the business on the Speak- 
er’s table? . 

The SPEAKER repeated the order of business 
prescribed by the rule, viz: the call for petitions, 
for reports, and for resolutions. By the 27th rule 


it was provided that ‘*after one hour shall have | 


‘been devoted to reports from committees and res- 
‘olutions, [not to the presentation of petitions,] it 
‘shall be in order, pending the consideration or 
‘ discussion thereof, to entertain a motion that the 
‘ LLouse do now proceed to dispose of the business 
‘on the Speaker’s table and to the orders of the 
‘day.’’ It would therefore seem that the morning 
hour should commence at the time at which the 
call for reports was begun under the 27th rule. 

The SPEAKER then proceeded to call the States 
in order for petitions, commencing with the State 
of Maine. Petitions were presented— 

From Massachusetts : by Messrs. HUDSON, 
GRINNELL, and PALFREY. 

From New York: By Messrs. NICOLL, JEN- 


KINS, MULLIN, TALLMADGE, KELLOGG, 
and MACLAY. 

From Maryland: By Mr. CHAPMAN. 

From Virginia: By Mr. BOTTS. 


The Chair, under the rule 


I will then offer a resolution | 
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From South Carolina: By Mr. BURT. 

From Kentucky : By Mr. MOREHEAD. 

When the State of Ohio was called— 

Mr. GIDDINGS moved to consider the memo- 
rial presented by him yesterday in relation to the 
slave trade in the District of Columbia, which was 
laid over for consideration. 
agreed to. 

From Louisiana: By Mr. LA SERE. 

From Illinois: By Messrs. TURNER, ROBT. 
SMITH, and LINCOLN. 

From Missouri: By Mr. PHELPS. 

From Michigan: By Mr. STUART. 


NOTICES OF BILLS. 

Notices of motions for leave to introduce bills 
were given as follows: 

By Mr. HILLIARD: Of a bill to change the 
place of holding the United States circuit court 
for the middle district of Alabama, and for other 
purposes, 

By Mr. PHELPS: Of a bill granting land to 
the State of Missouri for the improvement of the 
navigation of the Osage river. 


Also, of a bill to pay’to the State of Missouri | 


two per cent. upon the proceeds of the sales of the 
public lands sold within the State of Missouri, or 


which have been reserved for the purpose of con- | 


structing a road to the State of Missouri. 
By Mr. BINGHAM: Of a bill to grant alter- 


nate sections of land to the State of Michigan for || 
the completion of the Clinton and Kalamazoo | 


canal, 

By Mr. R. W. JOHNSON: Of a bill to create 
a new judicial district in the State of Arkansas. 

By Mr. McCLELLAND: Of a bill for the 
relief of Shadrach Gillet and others. 

Also, of a bill to amend an act confirming cer- 
tain land claims in the State of Michigan. 


Also, of a joint resolution relating to errors and | 
defective returns in certain surveys, plats, and 


field-notes. 
REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 
Mr. JOHN A. ROCKWELL, from the Com- 


| mittee of Claims, made an adverse report on the 
ona of Harriet Brown, widow of General | 


Srown. Laid on the table, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. THOMAS, from the same committee, 
made an adverse report on the petition of the 
heirs of John Forsyth, deceased, late of the State 
of Georgia. Laid on the table, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. SIMS, from the Committee for the District 
of Columbia, reported a bill to authorize attach- 
ments on mesne process in the county of Wash- 
ington,’ in the District of Columbia, to provide 
more speedy and effectual legal remedies in the 
said District, and for other purposes. Read a first 
and second time, committed, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. GENTRY, from the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, reported, that at a meeting of the Commit- 
tee on Indian Affairs on yesterday, on motion of 


, Mr. Genrry, chairman of said committee, DanieL 


M. Barrincer, of North Carolina, was unani- 
mously appointed chairman of said committee. 
The report was read, and laid on the table. 

Mr. JOHN A. ROCKWELL, from the Com- 
mi*tee of Claims, reported a bill for the relief of 
W wliam Culver. 


RESOLUTIONS. 
Mr. LINCOLN moved the following 


under the rule: 


Whereas the President of the United States, in his mes- | 


sage of May 11, 1846, has declared that “ the Mexican Gov- 


‘ernment not only refused to receive him, [the envoy of the | 
‘ United States,)} or listen to his propositions, but, after a | 
‘ fong-continued series of menaces, have at last invaded our | 


‘ territory and shed the blood of our fellow-citizens on our 
‘own soil :”? 

And again, in his message of December 8, 1846, that “we 
‘had ample ause of war against Mexico long before the 
‘ breaking out of hostilities; but even then we forbore to 


‘take redress into our own hands until Mexico herself be- | 


‘came the aggressor, by invading our soil in hostile array and 
‘ shedding the blood of our citizens :”” 


And yet again, in his message of December 7, 1847, that || 
exican Government refused even to hear the terms 


“the 
‘ ee which he (our minister of peace] was autho- 
‘rized to propose, and finally, under wholly unjustifiable 


‘ pretexts, involved the two countries in war, by invading | 
| ‘the territory of the State of Texas, striking the first blow, 
| ‘and shedding the blood of our citizens On our own soil :” 


And whereas this House is desirous to obtain a full knowl- 





The motion was dis- 


Read a first and second time, | 
/ committed, and ordered to be printed. 


reamble | 
-and resolutions, which were read and laid over 
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| edge of all the facts which go to establish whether the par 
ticuiar spot on which the blood of our citizens was so shed 
| Was Or was not at that time our own soil: ‘Therefore, 
Resolved by the House of Representatives, That the Presi. 
dent of the United States be respectfully requested to inform, 
this Hotse— 

“Ist. Whether the spot on which the blood of our citizens 
was shed, ain his messages declared, was or was not Within 
the territory of Spain, at least after the treaty of 1819, until 
the Mexican revolution. 

2d. Whether that spot is or is not within the territory 
which was wrested from Spain by the revolutionary Goy- 
ernment of Mexico, 
3d. Whether that spot is or is not within a settlement of 
people, which settlement has existed ever since long before 
the Texas revolution, and until its inhabitants fled before 
the approach of the United States army. 
4th. Whether that settlement is or is not isolated from any 
and all other settlements by the Gulf and the Rio Grande on 
the south and west, and by wide uninhabited regions on the 
north and east. 
| 5th. Whether the people of that settlement, or a majority 
of them, or any of them, have ever submitted themselves to 
the government or laws of Texas or of the United States, by 
consent or by compulsion. either by accepting office, or vo- 
ting at elections, or paying tax, or serving on juries, or having 
process served upon them, or in any other way. 
6th. Whether the people of that settlement did or did not 
| flee from the approach of the United States army, leaving 
unprotected their homes and their growing crops, before the 
blood was shed, as in the messazes stated; and whether the 
first blood, so shed, was or was not shed within the enclo- 
sure of one of the people who had thus fled from it. 
7th, Whether our citizens, whose blood was shed, as in 
his messages declared, were or were not, at that time, armed 
officers and soldiers, sent into that settlement by the mili- 
| tary order of the President, through the Secretary of War. 
8th. Whether the military force of the United States wag 
or was not so sent into that settlement after General Taylor 
had more than once intimated to the War Department that, 
| in his opinion, nosuch movement was necessary to the de- 


|| fenee or protection of Texas. 


agreed to : 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of re- 
ducing the maximum of compensation paid to railroads and 
steamboats for the transportation of the mail of the United 
States. 


By Mr. PHELPS: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of es- 
tablishing a post-road from Brunswick, by the way of 
Compton’s Ferry, to Chilicothe, inthe State of Missouri. 


By Mr. McCLELLAND, which was agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be"requested to¥ur 
nish this House with a copy of the report from the Bureau 
of Topographical Engineers, in reference to the commerce 
| of the lakes and western rivers, made in conformity with a 
| resolution of the Senate of the 15th January last. 


By Mr. KAUFMAN, which was agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
authorizing, by law, postmasters to receive subscriptions 
to newspapers, periodicals, &c., and to transmit the same 
through the General Post Office to the publishers, and that 
said committee have leave to report by bill or otherwise, 


By Mr. KAUFMAN, which was agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
reducing the postage on letters to a uniform rate of five cents 
ongeach single letter. 


By Mr. JAMIESON, which lies over: 


Resolved, That the Sergeant-at-Arms be authorized to 
employ a clerk, who shall receive the saine compensation 
as the Speaker’s messenger. 


By Mr. J. S. GREEN, which was agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands be in- 
structed to inquire into the propriety of making provision 
by general laws for the relinquishment of the sixteenth sec- 
tions of land, heretofore granted for the support of common 
schools, in all cases when such lands are of an inferior 
quality, and for the selection of other public lands for the 
same purpose in lieu of the lands thus relinquished. 


By Mr. W. P. HALL, which was agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of reviving the act 
entitled “ An act to provide for the payment of borses and 
‘other property Jost or destroyed in the military service of 
‘the United States,” approved January 18, 1837, as amended 
by an act entitled ‘* An act to amend an act entitled ¢ An act 
‘to provide payment for horses and other property Jost in the 
‘military service of the United States,’ approved October 
‘14, 1837,” and as still furer amended by an act entitled 
«An act to provide for the payment of horses and other 
‘ property lost or destroyed in the military service of the 
‘United States,’ approved August 23, 1842, and applying 
the provisions of the same to the volunteers who have been 
engaged in the military service of the United States since 
the 13th of May, 1846, are now, or shall hereafter be, in 
said service; and that said committee be also instructed to 
inquire into the expediency of paying the non-commissioned 
officers, musicians, and privates, of such volunteers, for 

s of rations, when the United States have failed, or shall 
ereafter fail, to supply the same; and to report to this 
House by bill or otherwise. 


SUBSISTENCE FOR THE ARMY. 


|| On motion of Mr. VINTON, the House resolv- 
|| ed itself into Committee of the Whole on the state 


| By Mr. GEORGE S. HOUSTON, which was 
| 
} 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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